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PAROCHIAL  REGISTERS,  &c. 


RESPECTING    CHIEFLY 


Their  UTILITY  and  CONSERVATION, 


For  the  Benefit  of  Posterity. 


HE  neceflity  of  proper  Records,  authen- 
ticated by  public  Parochial  Regifters,  more 
particularly  for  afcertaining  the  Marriages, 
Births,  Baptisms,  Deaths,  and  Bu- 
rials, of  perfons  within  their  refpedive 
Pariflies,  is  abundantly  evident  from  a  tran- 
fient  view  of  our  ancient  Englifli  Hiftory,  which,  for  want  of 
proper  Names,  and  real  Dates,  and  Family  Connections, 
occafionally  to  be  referred  to,  is  oftentimes  rendered  perplexed 
and  unintelligible,  and  fometimes  altogether  inconfiftent  even 
with  its  own  Chronology. 
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This  defed,  fo  often  heretofore  complained  of,  was  at  laft 
happily  removed  by  that  great  politician  Thomas  Cromwell 
(afterwards  Earl  of  Effex)  when,  being  the  king's  vicar-gene- 
ralj  he  in  the  year  1538  ordered  it  to  the  clergy  throughout 
England,  that  in  their  refpecStive  pariflies  a  public  Register 
fliould  be  kept  for  the  above  purpofcs :  and  this  order  of 
Cromwell  was  continued  in  the  feveral  injunftions  of  King 
Edward  VI.  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  King  James  I.  particularly 
in  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  every  minifler  at  inflitution  was, 
among  other  things,  to  fubfcribe  to  this  proteftation ;  IJJmU 
keep  the  Regijler  Booke  according  to  the  qiieenes  majejlies  injunc- 
tion. 

It  was  chJefly  from  the  want  of  fuch  method  of  regiftering 
the  Family  Surnames,  that  the  fons  of  one  and  the  fame 
common  father  were  heretofore  fo  diverfely  diftinguifhed,  as  I 
fhall  hereafter  fliew.  , 

"  Names,  called"  in  Latin  Nomina,  quafi  Notamina 
(fays  the  learned  Camden)  "  were  firft  impofed  for  the  dil- 
"  tindion  of  perfons,  which  we  now  call  Chriftian  Names ; 
"  after,  for  difference  of  families,  which  we  call  Surnames, 
"  and  have  been-efpecially  refpeded,  as  whereon  the  glory 
"  and  credit  of  men  is  grounded,  and  by  which  the  fame  is 
"  conveyed  to  the  knowledge  of  poflerity,  and  that  every 
"  perfon  had  in  the  beginning  one  only  proper  name,  as 
'<  Adam,  Jofeph,  &c,  &c." 

Camden 
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Camden  obferves,  he  never  could  find  an  hereditary  furname 
in  England  before  the  conquefl :  the  furnames  in  Doomfday 
Book  were  brought  in  by  the  Normans,  who  not  long  before 
had  taken  them  ;  but  they  were  moftly  noted  with  a  de,  as 
John  de  Babington,  Walter  de  Hugget,  Nicholas  de  Yate- 
man,  &c.  or  Ricardus  filius  Roberti,  &c.  and  that  they  were 
not  fettled  among  the  common  people  till  about  the  reign  of 
King  Edward  II.  Surnames,  not  from  Sire,  but  becaufe 
fuper-added  to  the  Chriflian  Name.  Places  anciently  gave 
names  to  perfons,  and  not  the  contrary :  William  fon  of  Ro- 
ger Fitz  Valcrine,  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  I.  being  born 
in  the  caftle  of  Howard  in  Wales,  did  from  thence  aflume 
the  name  of  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  tranfmitted  the  fame 
to  his  pofterity.  Edward  of  Caernarvon,  fo  called  from  the 
place  of  his  nativity  ;  fo  Thomas  of  Brotherton,  from  the  Vil- 
lage in  Yorkfliire  wherein  he  was  born ;  and  John  of  Gaunt, 
from  the  city  of  Gaunt  in  Flanders,  where  he  was  born.. 

Heme  fuppofes  that  Surnames  were  as  old  as  King  Jna, 
about  680,  and  inftances  in  Ethelheard  Umming,  an  Anglo- 
Saxon,  and  that  the  name  defccnded  to  his  pofterity,  like  as 
Gumming  or  Cumin  to  this  day,  and  blames  Camden  for  fup- 
pofing.  the  contrary. 

William  ap  Thomas,  ap  Gillim,  ap  Jenkin,  when  made  Earl 

of  Pembroke  by  King  Edward  IV.  took  the  name  of  Herbert, 

becaufe  an  anceftor  of  his  in  King  Henry  Ill's  time  was  fo 

3.  called ; 
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called  "i  another  from  the  name  of  the  principal  family  manor, 
as  Cavendilh,  Ton  of  Gernon.  Nigell  de  Albini,  by -gift  of 
King  Henry  I.  pofleffing  the  lands  of  Robert  de  Mowbray,  Earl 
of  Northumberland  (who  was  attainted)  his  poflerity  by  the 
king's  command  took  the  lurname  and  arms  of  Mowbraj'. 
The  cuftom  of  taking  names  from  towns  and  villages  in  Eng- 
land is  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  ancient  defcents  of  thofe  fa- 
milies who  are  ftill  inhabitants  of  the  fame  places,  as  Lowther 
of  Lowther,  Standifli  of  Standifli,  Errington  of  Errington, 
Stonor  of  Stonor,  Kingfcote  of  Kingfcote,  Towneley  of 
Towncley,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention.  John 
Horfley  marrying  the  heirefs  of  the  ancient  Delavals,  his  Ion 
James  took  the  name  and  arms  of  his  mother,  and  from 
whom  the  prefent  Delavals  of  Seaton  Delaval.  Anothef  from 
the  office  he  fuftained,  as  Uflier  the  fon  of  Nevil ;  Marfhal, 
from  being  marlhal  of  the  king's  palace ;  whence  the  Marfhals 
Earls  of  Pembroke.  De  Mora,  of  the  Moor ;  whence  St.  Maur, 
now  Seymour ;  and  Otho,  alias  Windfor,  from  being  caftellan 
of  Windfor-caftle :  others  took  their  names  from  forefts,  as 
Percy,  fo  called  from  Percy-foreft,  in  the  province  of  Maine, 
and  not  (as  Camden  obferves)  from  piercing  the  king  of  Scots 
through  the  eye;  others  from  woods,  as  the  family  of  Bofco 
or  Bois,  formerly  of  Fersfield  in  Norfolk,  from  the  great  wood 
that  adjoined  to  their  manfion ;  others  from  hills,  dales,  &c. 
from  trees,  as  Coigners  (Conyers)  from  the  quince-tree;  others 
from  the  oak,  beechj  elm,  pine,  vine,  &c.  others  from  rivers, 
as  Tyne,  Eden,  Derwent,  &c.  others  from  fiflies,  as  falmon, 

herring, 
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herring,  whiting,  haddock,  trout,  6cc.  and  in  refpedl  of  fta- 
ture,  learning,  colour,  and  other  caufes.  Camden  gives  us  a 
remarkable  inftance  of  one  family,  which  he  took  from  an 
old  roll  that  did  belong  to  Sir  William  Brereton  of  Brereton, 
in  ClieHiire,  Knt.  as  follows : 


WILLIAM  BELWARD, 
Lord  of  die  moitie  of  MalpaflV, 
com.  Ceftr.  had  i/Tue, 


T 


Dan-David  de  Mal- 
PASSE,  furnamcd  Le 
Clerke,  clddl  fon. 


J-^ 


William  de 
Malpas  s  e, 
cldeft  fon. 


Philip  Gogh, 

fecond  fon,  one 
of  whofe  iflue 
took  the  name 
of  Egerton. 


David  Gol- 
BORNE,  third 
fon. 


. .  .  Goodman. 


Richard  de 
Be  lwa  rd, 
fecond  fon. 


J^^. 


Thomas  de    William  de    Richarb 
CoTCRAVE.    Overton.      LiTTLt. 


,  Kenclerke.  John 

Richardson, 


By  this  remarkable  example  of  the  alteration  of  names  in 
early  times  it  is,  that  at  this  day  many  families,  who  have 
negleded  to  keep  up  their  pedigrees,  are  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  the  fimilar  bearing  of  arms,  whofe  names  are  fo  widely 
different,  while  yet  they  might  all  originally  be  defcended  from 
one  and  the  lame  common  anceftor.  Little  (for  inflance) 
would  any  one  think  to  look  for  the  family  and  arms  of  Bot- 

C  teville 
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teville  in  the  prefent  Ea^fifif^ Weymouth  ;  and  this  only,  be- 
caufe  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  IV.  John  de  Botteville  re- 
fided  at  one  of  the  inns  of  court,  and  from  thence  was  named 
John  of  Th'Inne  (Thynne) ;  and  as  little  would  he  fufpecft 
that  that  poor  mfant  at  Newark  upon  Trent,  commonly  called 
Tom  among  us,  fliould  afterwards  be  metamorphofed  into  the 
great  Dr.  Thomas  Magnus,  that  famous  non-refident  and  am- 
baflador. 

From  the  want  of  Regiflers  of  Chriflian  names  it  has  hap- 
pened that  one  perfon  has  been  often  put  for  another :  God- 
win, in  his  De  PrEcfulibus  Anglias,  makes  William  Sever  to 
have  been  warden  of  Merton,  bifhop  of  Chicheftcr,  and  af- 
terwards  bifhop  of  Durham,  when  the  warden  and  the  bifhop 
were  two  diflindl  perlbns;  Henry  and  William,  who  lived 
and  died  in  diflindl  centuries  :  fuch  miflakes  from  the  near 
fimilitude  of  names  reminds  me  of  the  comment  I  once  heard 
made  by  a  perfon  upon  the  reading  of  St.  Paul's  *  preaching 
before  Faelix,  "  Ay,  fee  how  very  different  he  here  is  from 
"  what  he  once  was,  when  he  perfecuted  the  prophet  David  !" 
hereby  making  in  the  Sacred  Hiftory  an  anachronifm  of  only 
about  eleven  hundred  years. 

That  fuch  arbitrary  alterations  and  cafual  impofition  of 
names  is  contrary  to  true  policy,  as  what,  by  introducing  con- 

*  Alfo  called  Saul. 

fullon 


yt£'. 
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fiifion  In  families,  may  alfo  eventually  introduce  confufion  in 
the  ftate,  might  be  fliewn,  if  neceflary,  in  various  inftances ; 
of  which  the  parliament  of  Paris  were  fo  fenfible,  that  they 
pafTed  an  adl  purpofely  againft  it,  unlcfs  in  cafes  where  eftates 
were  left  charged  with  fuch  conditions. 

Althoue;h  the  utility  of  Registers,  for  afcertaining  the  true 
aera  of  time  and  perpetuating  the  exadl  hiftory  of  family  con- 
nexions, is  fo  abundantly  evident,  yet  might  they  be  rendered 
ftill  MORE  USEFUL,  If  the  feveral  entries  therein  made  were 
more  particular ;  for  inftance,  in  the  entry  of  a  Marriage,  if 
the  Chriftian  names,  &c.  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  the 
married  couple,  together  with  their  degrees,  occupations,  and 
their  refpedtive  places' of  real  habitation,  were  particularly  fpe- 
cified  (as  I  {hall  prefume  by  examples  hereafter)  it  would  at 
once  clearly  determine  the  defcent  of  the  iffue  by  fuch  mar- 
riage, and  enable  pofterity  to  trace  their  pedigrees  with  great 
exadlnefs,  and  by  the  moft  authentic  proof. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  during  Cromwell's  ufurpa- 
tion  few  Parochial  Regifters  were  kept  with  any  tolerable  regu- 
larity ;  yet  I  have  now  a  Regifter  before  me  of  that  time, 
which  gives  the  feveral  particulars  as  above  required,  in  the 
following  entry : 

"  Memorandum  :  That  the  intended  marriage  between 
"  Richard  Mallett  of  Sutton  Mallett,  in  the  countie  of  Som- 

"  merfctt, 
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"  merfett,  gentleman  (now  an  officer  in  the  landing  army) 
«  the  fonne  of  Francis  Mallett,  fome  tyme  of  Sutton  Mallett, 
"  in  thecountie  of  Sommerfett  aforefaid,  gentleman,  deceafed, 
"  and  of  Elizabeth  his  relict,  now  living  in  the  parifh  and 
"  countie  aforefaid,  of  the  one  part ;  and  Sufanna  Newbery, 
"  fpinfter,  daughter  of  Henry  Newbery,  efquier,  and  of  Fran- 

"  ces  his  wife,  both  now  living  in  the  town  of and 

"  countie    of of  the  other   part,   was  publiflied  on 

"  three  feveral  Lords  days  in  the  parifh  church ;  that  is  to 
"  fay,  on  the  3d,  loth,  17th  Decemb.  no  exception  was  made 
"  againft  the  fame." 

At  this  time  particularly  a  perfon  was  ele£led  by  the  pa- 
ri Hiioners  to  the  office  of  Regifter,  as  appears  by  the  certificate 
of  Robert  Tichborne,  alderman  of  London,  taken  from  the 
Regifter  that  did  formerly  belong  to  the  parifli  church  of  St. 
Peter,  now  united  to  St.  Benet,  Paul's  Wharf,  London,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Thefe  are  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that  on  the 
"  a3d  day  of  September  1(^53,  before  me  Robert  Tichborne. 
"  alderman,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  within  the  city, 
"  came  Thomas  French  of  the  Parifli  of  Peeter's  Poul'sWharfe, 
"  and  produced  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  feveral  of  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  aforefaid  of  his  eledlion  upon  the 
•'  20th  day  of  this  inftint  September,  by  them  to  the  place 
*'  of  Regifter  for  Marriages,  Births,  and  Burials,  in  the  pariOi 
c  "  afore- 
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"  aforefald,  according  to  an  adl  of  parliament  in  that  cafe 
**  made  and  provided,  defiring  my  approbation  of  the  faid 
*<  Thomas  French  to  the  place  of  regiftering  aforefaid,  as  alfo 
*'  to  fwear  him  to  the  faid  Office,  as  is  by  the  faid  aft  di- 
«'  redted  ;  both  which  I  have  accordingly  done.  Witnefs  my 
"  hand  the  day  and  year  abovefaid. 

Robert  Tichborne." 
And  under  this  entry, 

"MARRIADGE   S 

"  Begone  the  30  of  September  1653. 

"  John  Ridgway,  bricklar,  and  Mary  Chart,  widdow,  ac- 
"  cording  to  a  aft  of  parliament  baringe  date  the  24.  Auguft 
"  1653  was  three  feveral  times  publifled  in  the  market-place 
"  and  afterwarde  maried  by  mee  upon  Tuefday  the  fix  of 
"  December  1653. 

Thomas  Atkin." 

Arundel,  in  Sufley,   1653. 

*'  Thomas  Ballard,   Gent.   Town-Regifter,    fworn  before 
"  me  John  Albery,  Mayor. 

"MARRIAGES. 

1653,  "  John  Turner  of  Steyning,  Suflex,  and  Sarah 

March  9.  "  Campion  of  Sounting,  in  the  faid  county,  fpinftcr, 
"  with  confent  of  friends.  Publiflied  in  Steyning 
*'  and  Sounting." 
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i654)         "  Jo^^"^  Blundell  of  Charlewood,  in  Surrey,  mercer, 
Apr.  vi.    "  and  Eleanor  Mills  of  Pulburrough,  in  Suflex,  fpin- 
*'  fter,  above  21  years  of  age,  with  confent  of  friends. 
"  Publilhed  in  Charlewood  and  Pulburrough." 

From  another  Regifter. 

"  Memorandum:  That  the  marriage  between  John  Hob- 

*'  fon  of in  this  county,  gentleman,  late  the  fon  of  Ro- 

*'  bert  Hobfon,  late  of  Oram,  alias  Utram,  In  the  county  of 
**  Yorke,  deceafed,  of  the  one  part,  and  Lucy  St.  Paul  of 
"  Hammerfmith  in  the  parifh  of  Fulham,  in  the  county  of 
"  Middlefex,  widowe,  of  the  other  part,  was  folemnized  be- 
"  fore  Colonel  Harvey,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  this 
"  common  wealth,  on  the  28  day  of  June,  according  to  a 
"  late  aft  of  parliament  concerning  marriages,  1654." 

Certificate    of  a    marriage    performed    before   Sir 
John  Dethick,  Knt.  Alderman  of  London. 

"  London,  ff.  According  to  an  adl  of  parliament,  intituled, 
*'  An  Ad  for  Marriages,  and  the  Regiftering  thereof,  and 
"  alfo  touching  Births  and  Burials,  I  John  Dethick,  Knight, 
"  one  of  the  aldermen  and  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid 
**  cittye,  doe  hereby  certifie  unto  all  whom  it  may  concerne, 
"  That  Robert  Conftable  of  Andrewes  Holborne,  Gent,  and 
*'  Bridget  Exton  of  the  parifh  of  Benet's  Paul's  Wharfe,  pro- 
**  ducing  two  certificates  under  the  hands  of  the  refpedive 

['  Regifters 
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"  Regifters  of  the  pablication  of  their  intention  of  marrying 
"  each  with  other  three  feveral  market- dayes,  in  Newgate- 
"  market,  in  three  feveral  weeke?,  were  married  before  me 
"  the  tenth  day  of  November  i6f6,  in  the  prefence  of  John 
"  Exton,  docftor  of  the  civil  lawe,  father  of  the  laid  Bridget, 
<*  Everard  Exton,  Mary  Exton,  and  John  Clements  of  Lon- 
"  don,  Gent,  and  other  witnefles.  In  teftimony  whereof  I  have 
"  hereunto  fett  my  hand  and  feale  the  1 1  day  of  November 
"  1656. 

Jno  Dethick." 

The  Reverend  and  ingenious  Richard  Burn,  L.  L.  D.  vicar 
of  Orton  in  Weftmorland,  in  his  Ecclefiaftical  Law,  obferves, 
"  that  an  adl  of  parliament  was  thought  neceffary,  after 
"  the  Grand  Rebellion,  to  intitle  people  who  had  been  mar- 
'<  ried  by  juftices  of  the  peace  to  fuch  legal  advantages  of 
"  dower,  thirds,  and  the  like,  as  attended  marriages  duly  fo- 
"  lemnized  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England." 

But  the  moft  remarkable  entries  I  have  feen,  I  fliall  beg 
leave,  for  their  Angularity,  to  introduce  from  a  copy  formerly 
taken  from  the  Parifli  Regifter  of  St.  Botolph  Aldgate,  as 
follow : 

"  Michell  Didyer,  a  flranger,  born  at  Marfeilles  in  Pro- 
"  vence,  a  pilot  under  Mr.  Candifh  in  his  voyage  to  the  South 
"  Endyes,  and  Jaquete  Deflieaz,  a  maiden,  born  in  Jerfey, 
••  married  2d  November  1588," 
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"  Thomas  Speller,   a  dumb  perfon,   by  trade  a  fmith,  of 
"  Hatfield  Broadoake,  in  the  county  of  Eilex,  and  Sarah  Earle, 
*'  daughter   to  one  John  Earle  of  Great  Paringdon,    in  the 
"  fame  county,  yeoman,  were  married  by  licence  granted  by 
"  Doftor  Edwards,  chancellor  of  the  dioces  of  London,  the 
"  feaventh  day  of  November,  anno  Dni  t6i8,  which  licence 
"  aforefaid  was  granted  at  the  requeft  of  Sir  Francis  Barring- 
"  ton.  Knight,  and  others  of  the  place  above-named,  who  by 
*'  their  letters  certified  Mi. Chancellor  that  the  parents  of  ei- 
*'  ther  of  them   had  given  their  confents  to  the  faid  marriage, 
*'  and  the  faid  Thomas  Speller  the  dumb  parties  willingnefs 
*'  to  have  the  fame  performed,  appeared  by  taking  the  book 
*'  of  Common  Prayer  and  his  lycence  in  one  hand  and  his 
*'  bride  in  the   other,  and  coming  to  Mr.  John  Briggs,  our 
"  minifler  and  preacher,  and  made  the  beft  figns  he  could  to 
**  fliew  that  he  was  willing  to  be   married,  which  was  then 
^'  performed  accordinglie ;  and  alfo  the  faid  lord  chief  jufticc 
"  of  the  King's  Bench,  as  Mr.  Briggs  was  informed,  was  made 
*'  acquainted  vi'ith  the  faid  marriage  before  it  was  folemnized, 
*'  and  allowed  it  to  be  lawful. — This  marriage  is  fet  down  at 
"  large,  becaufe  we  never  had  the  like  before." 

"  July  17,  1655.  William  Clark,  fon  to  John  Clark,  a  fol- 
"  dier,  and  Thomafine  his  wife,  who  herfelf  went  for  a  foul- 
"  dier,  and  was  billetted  at  the  Three  Hammers  in  Eaft  Smith- 
*'  field,  about  feven  months,  and  after  was  delivered  of  this 
"  child  the  16th  day  of  this  July,  and  was  baptized  the  17th 

"  in 
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«'  in  her  lodging,  being  one  Mr,  Hubber's  houfe :  flie  had 
"  been  a  fouldier  by  her  own  confeflion  about  five  years,  and 
*«  was  fome  time  drummer  to  the  company." 

Such  particulars  as  thefe  to  identify  the  perfons  regiftered, 
are  certainly  proper  j  but  the  mofl:  remarkable  for  exadlncfs  I 
have  feen  for  a  baptifm  is  the  following  : 

"  Upon  Monday,  26  0(5tober  1663,  the  only  fon  of  Sir 
"  John  Clopton  of  Clopton,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
"  Knt.  by  his  wife  Barbara,  daughter  and  heire  of  Sir  Ed- 
*'  ward  Walker,  Knt.  Garter  principal  king  of  arms,  was  bap- 
"  tized  Edward,  by  Dr.  John  Earles,  Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  in 
"  Garter's  lodgings  in  the  heralds  office,  fituate  in  the  pariOi 
"  of  St.  Benet  Paul's  Wharf,  London." 

To  thefe  I  fhall  add  a  remarkable  paflage  from  the  parifli 
regifter-book  of  Frocefter,  in  the  county  of  Gloceftcr,  being 
a  literal  copy ;  viz. 

"  Hoc  anno  i  574,  die  Laurentii  Martyris,  fereniffima  regina 
"  mea  Elizabetha  hoc  meum  oppidatum  acceffit  &  invifit 
"  in  eoq;  in  aedibus  Georgii  Huntleii  armigeri  comiter,  benig- 
"  neq;  6c  fuma  cum  humanitate  tra£tantis  pernodlavit  indeq^ 
"  Barkleyum  caftellum  concelTit. 

Tho.  Tullio,  vicario  de  Froceller. 

GULIELMO  PeGLER,7 

JoHAN.WiLKiNS,    JGardianis." 
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By  this  circumftance  we  find  that  the  mofl:  private  villages 
fometimes  obtain  a  remembrance  from  the  birth  or  refidence 
of  fome  great  perfonage,  and  that  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Laurence 
the  Martyr,  in  the  year  1574,  her  majefty  Queen  Elizabeth 
honoured  the  village  of  Frocefter  with  her  royal  prefence,  and 
refted  at  the  manfion-houfe  of  George  Huntley,  Efq;  in  her 
way  to  Berkeley-caftle.  Though  this  may  not  properly  belong 
to  entries  in  Parifli  Regifters,  yet  fuch  anecdotes  or  memorials 
occafionally  introduced  upon  remarkable  events,  are  not  amifs, 
as  they  frequently  tend  to  elucidate  matters  of  greater  mo- 
ment. 

The  Funeral  Certificates  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of 
this  kingdom,  as  regiflered  in  the  Heralds  Office,  together 
with  their  arms,  quartering?,  and  fupporters,  elegantly  depicted 
and  duly  regulated,  are  fome  of  the  fined  records  extant,  and 
will  be  ftanding  monuments  of  the  caution  and  concern  fami- 
lies had  to  tranfmit  their  connexions,  feats  in  war,  and  ho- 
nourable enfigns  to  pofterity ;  but  this  good  cuftom,  formerly 
fo  well  eftabliflied  to  preferve  their  memories  from  oblivion, 
and  anfwer  the  good  ends  intended,  is  now  much  negledted  : 
however,  as  examples  for  imitation  and  the  informtaion  of  thofe 
who  are  unacquainted  with  this  manner  of  regiftering  of  fa- 
milies, I  fliall  here  prefent  the  following,  extraded  from  the 
originals : 

FUNERAL 
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FUNERAL     CERTIFICATES. 

THOMAS     CLINTON,    Earl   of  LINCOLN. 

The  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Earle  of  Lincolne  departed  this  mortall  life 
the  15th  daye  of  January  161 8,  at  his  houfe  at  Tatterflial,  in  the  countye  of 
Lincolne,  and  was  buried  in  the  chauncell  of  the  church  of  Tatterlhall  aforefaide. 
He  marled  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheire  of  Sir  Henry  Knevitt  of  Charl- 
ton, in  the  countye  of  Wilts,  Knt.  by  whom  he  had  yffue,  Katherine,  eldeft 
daughter,  who  dyed  without  yffue ;  Elizabeth,  2d  daughter ;  Frances,  3d 
daughter ;  Henry,  eldeft  fonne,  Thomas,  2d  fonne,  both  dyed  without  yffue ; 
Arabella,  4th  daughter ;  Theophilus,  fonne  and  heire,  now  Earle  of  Lincolne ; 
Edward,  4th  fonne;  Lucy  and  Anne,  both  dyed  without  yffue;  Charles,  5th 
fonne;  Knevitt,  6th  fonne;  Sufan,  7th  daughter;  Robert,  7th  fonne,  dyed 
without  yffue;  John,  8th  fonne;  Dorcas,  8th  daughter;  and  Sarah,  pth  and 
youngeft  daughter.  This  certificate  was  taken  the  laft  daye  of  April  161 9,  by 
Sampfon  Lennard,  Blewe  Mantle. 

ELIZABETH     HASTINGS,     Countefs  of  WORC  E  STE  R. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Elizabeth  Hastings,  late  Counteffe  of 
Worcefter,  and  daughter  of  the  Right  Honourable  Francis  Earle  of  Huntingdon, 
departed  this  mortall  life  at  Worcefler-houfe  in  the  Strand,  London,  the  24th 
daye  of  Auguft  1621,  whofe  corpes  was  conveyed  ymmediately  following  from 
thence  toRagland,  in  the  countye  of  Monmouth,  there  to  be  intened.  She  was 
marled  to  the  Right  Honourable  Edward  Earle  of  Worcefter,  Lord  Privic 
Scale,  by  whom  (he  had  yffue,  William  Lord  Herbert,  cldcft  fonne,  that  dyed 
without  yffue ;  Henry,  nowe  Lord  Herbert,  2d  fonne  and  heire ;  Sir  Thomns 
Somerfett,  3d  fonne.  Knight  of  the  Bath  ;  Sir  Charles  Somerfett,  4th  fonne.  Knight 
of  the  Bath  ;  Sir  Edward  Somerfett,  5th  fonne.  Knight  of  the  Bath  ;  and  Chrif- 
tophcr,  youngeft  fonnej  and  five  daughters ;  Elizabeth,  cldcft  daughter,  marled 

ta 
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to  Sir  Henry  Guildford  of  the  countye  of  Kent,  Knt.  Katharine,  ad  daughter, 
maried  to  William  Lord  Petre;  Anne,  3d  daughter,  maried  to  Sir  Edward 
Winter  of  Lidney,  in  the  countye  of  Glocefter,  Knt.  Frances,  4th  daughter, 
to  William  Morgan  of  Lanternam,  in  the  countye  of  Monmouth,  Efq;  Blanch, 
5th  daughter,  maried  to  Thomas,  fonne  and  heire  of  the  Lord  Arundel  of 
Wardour ;  and  Katharine,  youngeft  daughter,  maried  to  Thomas  Lord  Wind- 
for ;  Henry  Lord  Herbert,  and  baron  of  parliament,  maried  Anne,  daughter 
and  fole  heire  of  John  Lord  Ru/Tell,  fonne  and  heire  of  Francis  Earle  of  Bedford, 
by  whom  he  had  yffue  fix  fonnes  and  three  daughters ;  Edward,  the  eldeft 
fonne  and  heire;  John,  ad  fonne;  Henry,  3d  fonne;  Thomas,  4th;  Charles,  5  th, 
and  James,  the  6th  fonne;  Anne,  eldefl  daughter;  Mary,  and  Elizabeth;  Sir 
Thomas  Somerfet,  3d  fonne,  maried  the  CountefTe  of  Ormond,  and  hath  yffue, 
Elizabeth,  a  daughter  ;  Sir  Charles  Somerfet,  4th  fonne,  maried  the  daughter 
and  heire  of  Sir  William  Powell  of  the  countye  of  Monmouth,  Knt.  and  hath 
yet  no  yffue;  Sir  Edward  Somerfet  and  Chriftopher,  youngeft  fonoes,  both 
dyed  without  yffue. 

RICHARD     SACKEVILLE,     Earl   of  DORSET. 

The  Right  Honourable  Richard  Sackeville,  Earle  of  Dorfet,  fonne  of 
Robert  Earle  of  Dorfet,  the  fonne  of  Thomas  firfl  Earle  of  Dorfet  and  Lord 
High  Treafnrer  of  England,  departed  this  mortall  life  at  Dorfet-houfe  by  Fleet- 
Areet,  in  London,  on  Eafler-day  the  xxviii"'"  of  March  1624  ;  whofe  body  was 
honourably  conveyed  through  the  city  of  London  on  Tuefday  night  tlie  6tli 
daye  of  April  following  unto  Buckhurft  in  Suffcx,  and  there  buried  in  rhe  parhh 
church  of  Withiam  with  his  anceftors,  in  a  vault  belonging  only  to  that  family. 
He  maried  Lady  Anne,  only^da^]ghter  and  heire  of  George  Clifford,  Earle  of 
Cumberland;  by  whom  he  had  yffue  one  fonne  and  two  daughters;  Thomas 
Sackeville  Lord  Buckherft,  his  fonne  and  heire,  who  dyed  in  his  infancy ;  Lady 
Margaret,  eldeft  daughter,  borne  2  daye  of  July  1614,  and  Lady  Ifabella, 
borne  6  of  Oftober  1622,  both  living  at  the  time  of  their  father's  death.  The 
heire  male  unto  all  his  honours  is  Sir  Edward  Sackeville,  Knight,  his  2  brother, 

nowe 
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nowe  Earle  of  Dorfet  and  Lord  Buckhurft.    This  certificate  was  taken  by 
Sampfon  Lennard,  Blew  Mantle. 

KATHARINE     SOMERSET,     LadyPETRE. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Katharine  Somerset,  2d  daughter  of 
Edward  Earle  of  Worcefter,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  wife  unto  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble Lord  William  Pktre,  Baron  Petre,  of  Writde  in  Effex,  departed  this 
mortall  life  at  Thornden  (my  Lord's  houfe  in  EfTex  aforefaid)  upon  the  lad  daye 
of  Oftober,  anno  Dom.  1624,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Ingerftone, 
within  a  chapel  ererted  for  my  Lord's  family,  and  under  a  monument  formerly 
prepared  for  my  Lord  and  her.  My  Lord  hath  yfTue  by  her,  livinge  at  the  tyme 
of  her  death,  fevcn  fonnes ;  viz.  Robert  Petre,  now  eldeft  and  heire  apparent, 
who  hath  wedded  Mary,  daughter  of  the  Right  Honourable  Anthony  Vifcount 
Montacutc,  of  Cowdrey  in  SufTcx ;  William,  ad  fonne ;  Edward,  3d;  John, 
4th;  Thomas,  5th;  Henry,  6th;  George,  7th  fonne;  and  thrte  daughters; 
viz.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Sheldon,  of  Beolcy  in  com.  Worcefter,  Efquire; 
Mary,  married  to  the  Right  Honorable  John  Lord  Teynham,  of  Teynham  in 
Kent ;  Katharine,  married  to  John  CarrcU,  fonne  and  heire  apparent  of  Sir  John 
Carrell,  of  Harting  in  SufTex,  Knt.  John  Petre,  firft-born  fonne,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, named  Anne,  dyed  both  young.  This  certificate  was  taken  by  John  Phi- 
lipot,  alias  Somerfet,  the  firft  day  of  December  1624. 

MARY     NEVILLE,     Baroncfs    LE    DESPENCER. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Mart  B.ironefs  Le  DtspiiNCER,  fole  daughter 
and  heire  to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Henry  Neville,  Knt.  Baron  of  Aberga- 
veny,  and  wiJowof  Sir  Thomas  Fane,  of  Badfell  in  Kent,  Knt.  departed  thi« 
mortall  life  at  her  caftle  of  Mecrworth,  in  the  county  of  Kent  aforefaid,  upon 
the  xxviii""  day  of  June  1626,  and  her  funeral  obfequies  with  great  honour,  and 
with  all  things  requifite  to  her  degree,  were  performed  by  her  heire,  being  her 
fole  executor,  at  the  falJ  caflle  and  church  of  Mcerworih.  vpoa  the  14  day  of 
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July  next  following,  her  corp$  bdng  interred  in  the  chauticel  there.  She  haJ 
rflae  by  the  (<ud  Sir  Thomas  Fane  as  followeth  ;  her  elddl  fon  and  heire  Fran.- 
cis  Fane,  made  Kat.  of  the  Bath  at  the  coronation  of  King  James,  and  after,  in 
the  2  2d  year  of  his  luajefty's  raigne,  iathe  life-tyme  of  his  {liid  mother,  he  was- 
created  Baron  Bergherll  and  Earl  of  Weflmorland,  who  by  Mary  his  wife,  folc 
daughter  and  heire  of  Sir  Antony  Mildmay  of  Apthorp,  in  the  county  of  North- 
ampton, Knt.  and  of  Grace  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheire  of  Sir  Herlry  She^ 
rington  of  Lacock,  in  com.  Wilts,  Knt.  hath  yfflie  as  followeth  ;  viz.  fix  fonnes 
and  fix  daughters  ;  firft,  Mildmay  Fane,  made  Knight  of  the  Bath  at  the  coro- 
nation of  King  Charles,  then  called  Lord  Burgherfli,  but  fmce  the  deceafe  of 
his  faid  grandmother  filled  Lord  Le  Defpencer,  newly  married  to  Grace  ThornL- 
hurfl,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Thornihurft,  of  Heme  in  Kent,  Knt.  and  of 
Anne  his  wife,  one  of  the  two  fiflers  and  coheires  of  Lord  Thomas  Howard, 
Vifcount  Bindon  ;  Lady  Grace,  eldeft  daughter,  married  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able James  Earle  Humes  of  Scotland ;  Lady  Mary,  2d  ;  Lady  Elizabeth,  3d'; 
Lady  Rachel,  4th;  Lady  Frances,  5th;  and  Lady  Kaiharine,,  6th;  Sir  Francis, 
2d  fonne  to  the  Earle  of  Weftmorland,  made  Knight  of  the  Bath  at  the  coro- 
nation of  King  Charles ;  Antony,  3d  fonne;  George,  4th  fonne;  William,  5th 
fonne;  Robert,  6th  fonne;  Sir  George  Fane  of  Burflon  In  Kent,  Knt.  2d  fonne 
to  the  faid  dcfunft  lady,  married  to  his  firft  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Robert  Lord  Spencer  of  Wormleyton,  who  dying  withoiu 
any  yffue  furviving  her,  he  re-married  to  his  2d  wife  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir 
Oliver  Butler  of  Teflon  in  Kent,  Knight,  and  hath  yllue  by  her  now  living, 
Sptncen  Fane,  a  fonne,  and  a  daughter,  named  Anne  Fane ;  Frances  Fane,, 
daughter  to  the  faid  deceafed  lady,  was  married  to  Sir  Robert  Brett  of  Mailing- 
Abbey  in  Kent,  Knight,  but  fhe  deceafed  before  him,  leaving  no  yJue  furviving 
her.  The  officers  of  arms  attended  this  funeral:  the  CountelTe  of  Weflmerland 
was  chief  mourner,  fupported  by  the  Earl  Humes  and  the  Lord  Le  Defpencer, 
affifted  by  my  Lord's  five  daughters  anct  Sir  George  Fane's  lady,  her  trayne  borne 
by  the  relift  Lady  Levefon ;  the  affiftants  to  the  corps  were  four  of  my  Lord's 
youngeft  fonnes ;  the  great  banner  borne  by  Sir  Henry  Fane,  Knight,  cofferer 
to  King  Charles  ;  the  four  banner-rolls  carried  by  Sir  George  Fane,  Sir  Francis 
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Wwtley,  Baj-ongt,  SU"  Richard  Levefoa,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  Sir  W^rham 
St.  Leger,  Knight ;  the  penon  borne  by  Rowland  Woodward,  Efq;  All  wljich 
weje  offered  up  to  the  Enrle  o£  Weflmerland. 

WESTMERLAND. 

THOMAS     HOWARD,     Earl    of    SUFFOLK. 

The  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Baron  of 
Walden,  Knight  of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  garter,  and  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  king's  majefty's  meft  honourable  pryvj-e  councel,  departed  this  prefent  life 
at  Suffolk-houfe  near  Charing  Crofs  the  xxviii'''  of_Maye  in  the  j'eare  of  oirr 
Lord  1626.  He  was  the  fecond  fonne  of  Thomas  Dtike  of  Norfolk,  and  of 
Margaret  his  fecond  wife,  Auighter  and  only  heire  of  Thomas  Lord  Audlej'  of 
Walden.  This  honourable  defnn<fl  marled  Katharine,  eldcft  daugliter  and  one 
of  the  hcires  of  Sir  Henry  Knivett  of  Charlton  in  Wiltfhirc,  Knight,  widow  of 
Richard,  eldeft  fonne  of  Robert  Lord  Riche;  by  whom  he  had  yffue,  Theo- 
phjlus,  eldeft  fonne,  nowe  Earle  of  Suffolk,  and  Lord  Howard  of  WiUden, 
who  marled  Lady  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheire  of  George  Hume,  Earle  of 
Dunbarr ;  Thomas,  2d  fonne,  Earle  of  Berkfliire  and  Vifcount  Andover,  wht> 
maried  Lady  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Earle  of  Excefter ;  Henry,  3d 
fonne,  who  maried  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  fole  heire  of  Ralph  Paffett  of  Blore, 
in  the  countye  of  Stafford,  Efq;  Sir  Charles  Howard,  Knt.  4  th  fonne,  who 
maried  Mary,  daughter  and  heire  of  Sir  John  Fitz  of  DevonQiire,  and  widow 
of  Thomas  Darcy,  fonne  and  heire  apparent  of  Thomas  nowe  Earle  Rivers, 
Vifcount  Colchefler  and  Baron  Darcy  of  Chichc;  before  that  having  been  the 
widow  of  Sir  Allan  Percye,  Knight;  Sir  Robert  Howard,  5th  fonne,  Knight  of 
the  Bathe  at  the  creation  of  Prince  Charles;  Sir  William  Howard,  6th  fonne. 
Knight  of  the  Bath  likewife  at  the  creation  of  Prince  Charles ;  Sir  Edward 
Howard,  7th  fonne.  Knight  of  the  Bath  alfo  at  the  creation  of  Prince  Charles; 
Lady  Elizabeth,  eldcft  daughter,  maried  to  William  Earle  of  Banburye;  Lady 
Frances,  2d  daughter,  maried  to  Robert  Earle  of  Somerfet ;  Lady  Katharine, 
3d  daughter,    maried  to  William  Earle  of  SaUfburye;    Lady  Margaret,  4th 
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-daugliter,  dyed  younge,  and  was  buried  at  Walden  In  EfleX.  This  honourable 
defunfl:  lyeth  interred  in  the  parifli  church  of  Walden  in  a  vault  under  the  chaun- 
cell.  This  certificate  was  taken  by  Thomas  Prefton,  Portcullis,  the  fecond  days 
•of  Maye  1627. 

FOULKE    GREVILL,     Lord   BROOKE. 

The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Foulke  Grevill,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  created 
by  our  late  foveraigne  lorde  Kinge  James  Lord  Brooke  of  Beauchamp's  Court, 
in  the  countj'e  of  Warwick.  Being  defcended  of  an  heire  general  of  the  aun- 
jcient  baronye  of  Willoughby  Lord  Brooke,  he  was  fome  tyme  fervant  in  an  ho- 
nourable place  to  our  late  foveraigne  lady  Queene  Elizabeth,  after  whofe  death 
he  was  firfl  made  Chauncellour  of  the  Exchequer  and  Privye  Counceller  to  our 
vdread  foveraigne  lorde  Kinge  James,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  majefty's 
bed-chamber:  he  was  at  the  tyme  of  his  death  councellor  of  eftate  to  our  moft 
•dread  foveraigne  lorde  King  Charles  that  now  is,  and  having  attayned  to  the  age 
of  74  yeres,  departed  this  mortall  life  at  Brooke-houfe  in  Holbome  upon  Tuef- 
day  th.e  xxx.'*'  of  September  1628,  whofe  body  was  mofte  honourably  convayed 
from  thence  to  his  caftle  at  Warwick,  where  his  funeral!  was  mofle  nobly  fo- 
lempnized,  according  to  his  eftate,  upon  Monday  the  27""  of  0<5tober  following. 
He  dyed  a  batchelor  ;  his  heire  to  the  baronye  was  Robert  Grevill  Lorde  Brooke, 
his  uncle's  grandchild,  upon  whom  the  faid  baronye  was  eftated,  who  was  prin- 
cipal mourner  at  the  faid  funeral,  being  then  of  the  age  of  xxi  years,  and  not 
marled.  The  executors  of  his  laft  will  and  teftameat  were  the  Right  Honourable 
Sir  John  Coke,  Knight,  principal  fecretarye  of  ftate,  Sir  Francis  Swift,  Knight, 
Mr.  Michaell  Mallett,  and  Mr.  William  Vyner.  The  officers  of  armes  attended 
this  funeral,  by  whom  this  certificate  was  taken,  and  verified  by  the  fubfcrip- 
tlua  of 

Jo:  Coke.  Mrcn:  Mallett. 

pRA;  Swift.       Wm  Vyner. 

ANTONY- 
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ANTONY-MARIA  BROWNE,  Vifcount  MOUNT^IGUE. 

The  Right  Honourable  Antont-Maria  Browne,  Vifcount  Mountague, 
departed  this  mortali  and  tranfitorie  life  the  23d  of  Oftober  1629,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  parifti  church  of  Midhurfl  in  Suflex  by  his  aunceftors,  the  27th 
of  the  faid  month  following.  He  maried  Jane,  daughter  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Thomas  Sackvile,  Earle  of  Dorfet  and  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England  ;  by 
whom  he  had  yfTue  Francis  Browne,  nowe  Vifcount  Mountague,  his  fonne  and 
heire,  and  fix  daughters ;  Maria,  eldeft  daughter,  maried  to  William  Pawlet 
Lord  St.  John  of  Bafing,  fonne  and  heire  to  the  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  after 
to  William,  2d  fonne  of  Thomas  Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour ;  Katharine,  2d 
daughter,  maried  to  William  Tirwhit  of  Kcttleby,  in  the  countie  of  Llncolne ; 
Anne  and  Lucie,  nunnes  beyond  feas ;  Frances,  maried  to  John  Blomer  of  the 
countie  of  Clocefter,  Efquire  ;  Marie,  yongefl  daughter,  maried  to  Robert  Petre, 
fonne  and  heire  of  the  Lord  Petre  of  Writtell  in  EfTex.  The  executors  of  his 
lafl:  will  and  teftament  wer€  Mr.  Robert  Petre,  his  fonne-in-law,  and  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Arundell,  fonne  and  heire  to  the  Lord  Arundell  of  Wardour.  This  certi- 
ficate was  taken  by  Sampfon  Lennard,  Blew  Mamie. 

GEORGE     ABBOT,     Arch  Bifliop   of  CANT  ERB  URY. 

The  mofte  Reverend  Father  in  God  George  Abbot,  late  Arch  Biihop  of 
Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England  and  metropolitan,  was  firft  confecrated  bi- 
fliopp  of  Coventrey  and  Litchfield,  after  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  London ;  from 
whence,  in  the  yeare  1611,  he  was  by  our  Jate  foveraigne  Lord  King  James 
tranflated  into  the  metropolitan  fee  of  Canterbury,  where  he  continued  22  ycares 
compkat,  and  was  ouc  of  the  mofle  honourable  privic  councell  to  his  facred  ma- 
jcfty,  and  to  our  molle  gracious  foveraigne  that  nowe  is ;  and  having  atrayned 
the  yearcs  of  71,  dyed  at  his  pallace  at  Croydon  on  the  4th  daye  of  Auguft,  in 
the  yeare  of  our  Lord  1633,  btang  never  maried :  wliilft  he  lived,  he  beflowed 
much  in  pyous  ufcs,  amongcfl  wliich  he  founded  a  fayre  hofpitall  and  workhoufc 
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for  the  poore  at  Guildford,  where  he  was  borne,  endownig  It  with  a  revenew  of 
300 1.  per  annum.  His  funerals  were  moft  honouiably  folempnized  at  Cro}-don 
aforefaid  on  Tuefday  the  3d  of  September  following,  and  after  the  ceremony 
there  ended,  his  grace's  corpes  was  honourably  conveyed  to  Guildford,  attended' 
with  many  of  his  friends  and  kindred  in  coaches.  At  Guildford  the  mayor, 
wiih  his  brethren,  flood  in  readinefs  to  receive  him,  and  attended  on  his  corpes 
to  Trinity  church,  where  he  was  interred.  He  made  Sir  Morris  Abbott,  Knt. 
citizen  and  aldei-man  of  London,  his  5th  brother,  with  Mr.  Morris  Abbott,  2d 
fonnc  of  the  faid  Sir  Morris,  executors  of  his  laft  will  and  teftament,  who  per- 
formed all  things  in  a  mofte  honourable  and  decent  manner,  according  to  the 
greatnefs  and  dignity  of  the  place  and  offices  he  bore  in  the  common  wealth, 
etc.  etc.    Certified  the  12  September  1633. 

Morris  Abbott. 

Geo.  Abbott. 

ACCEPTED    FREWEN,     Arch  Bifhop  of  Y  0  R  K. 

The  moft  Reverend  Father  in  God  Accepted,  Lord  Arch  Bifhop  of  YorK,, 
primate  of  England,  metropolitan,  departed  this  mortal]  life  at  his  houfe  at 
Biihop's  Thorpe  neare  York  (newly  repaired  at  his  great  charge)  on  Monday 
the  aSth  of  March  1664,  in  the  76th  yeare  of  his  age.  He  was  made- chap- 
laine  in  ordinary  to  his  facred  Majefty  King  Charles  I.  in  the  yeare  1625,  and- 
the  yeare  following  was  chofen  prefident  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford,  whereof 
he  was  both  pupill  and  fellow;  and  whilft  he  performed  that  charge  with  lin- 
gular prudence,  he  was  made  deane  of  Glocefter,  and  fower  times  vice-chan- 
cellor of  that  famous  univerfity ;  and  in  the  yeare  1 644  he  was  confecrated 
bifiipp  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield ;  but  the  fury  of  the  late  times  prevented 
him  in  the  adminiftration  thereof,  and  retired  him  to  a  very  ftrift  folitude,  till 
upon  his  majefty's  moft  happy  returne  to  his  government,  he  was  tranflated  to 
the  fee  of  York  on  the  14th  of  November  1660.  After  his  death  his  corps 
was  privately  removed  to  York,  and  there  for  divers  dayes  depofited  in  that  de- 
cent ftate  that  was  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  fc  greate  a  prelate;  and' on  Tuef^ 
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Saj  the  jil  of  ^^sy  wiis  wuh  all  fukmuity  inici-reJ  nn.lcr  tlie  gi'cnte  cri{\  uii,J,-  • 
of  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Peter:  the  chief  mo.irner  was  Mr.  Stephen. 
Prewen  the  fole  executor  and  only-furvivhig  brother  of  the  diifumfV.  1'hc  aSi- 
(XTS  of  arms  attended  this  funeral,  and  the  certificate  here  fet  forth  was  takca 
by  Henry  St.  George,  Efq;  Richmond  Herald,  and  attelkd  by  the  fald  Mr.  Src- 
phcn  F^c^ven. 

JAMES     LEY,    Earl   of    M  ARLE  B  ORO  UG  H. 

The  Right  Honourable  and  moft  noble  Lord  James  Ley,  Earle  of  Marie- 
borough,  Baron  Ley  of  Ley,  fonne  of  Henry  Earle  of  Marleborough,  and  grand- 
diild  of  James  firft  Earle  of  Marleborough,  and  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  Eng- 
land in  the  beginning  of  tlie  relgne  of  the  late  King  Charles,  did  from  his^ 
youth  apply  himfelfe  to  learned  and  generous  fludies,  whereby  he  rendered  him- 
felfe  highly  capable  to  ferve  his  prince  and  countrey  ;  of  which  he  gave  fignall 
ttftimony  from  the  beginning  of  the  late  unhappy  rebellion  to  the  minute  of  his 
death,  not  onely  by  voluntarily  expofing  his  perfon  to  all  dangers,  and  v.illantly  fight- 
ing ia  his  majefty's  armyes  ;  but  in  applying  himfelfe  to  navigation,  wherein  he 
became  moft  expert,  {pending  therein  the  greateft  part  of  the  laft  twenty  yeares 
of  his  life,  together  with  his  patrimony,  atid  in.  that  time  vifited  the  American 
plantations  and  the  Weft  and  Eaft  Indies,  to  the  laft  of  which  he  was  fexit  by  hi* 
majefty,  anno  1662,  with  a  fleet  of  fliips  and  forces,  to  take  pofleflion  of  Bom- 
baya  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which,  by  agreement  with  ibc  crown  of  Portugal,  was 
then  to  be  rendered  to  his  majefty ;  in  which  charge  he  demeaned  himfelfe  as 
became  a  man  of  honour  and  prudence.  Laftly,  this  moft  noble  Earle  having 
the  command  of  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  ftiips  of  war,  called  the  Old 
James,  after  he  had  rendered  all  poflible  proofes  of  his  conduft  and  courage  ia 
the  late  naval  battle  againft  the  Dutch,  fought  upon  Saturday  the  3d  of  June 
under  the  aufpictous  command  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  James  Duke  of  York,  he 
fell  in  the  bed  of  honour,  being  flayne  with  a  great  ftiot,  the  like  of  whicli 
tookc  away  alfo,  about  halfe  an  hour  before,  the  life  of  the  Right  Honourable 
and  moft  noble  Lord  Charles  Wefton  Earle  of  Portland,  fonnc  of  Jherom  Earle 
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of  Portland,  'and  grandchild  of  Richard  firft  Earle  of  Portland,  who  fucceeded 
to  this  Earle's  grandfather  in  the  office  of  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England. 
This  moft  noble  Earle  dyed  unmarried  in  the  46th  yeare  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  near  St.  Edward's  chapel  in  Weftminfter  Abbey  with  great  folemnity;* 
the  particulars  whereof  are  recorded  in  the  Heralds  Office  with  this  certificate, 
which  was  taken  by  Sir  Edward  Walker,  Knt.  Garter  principal  king  of  arms, 
and  attefted  by  the  Riglit  Honourable  Sir  George  Carteret,  executor  to  the  faid 
noble  Earle  defunft,  the  20th  daye  of  June  1665. 

CHx'^RLES     BERKELEY,     Earl    of  FALMOUTH. 

The  Right  Honourable  and  moft  noble  Lord  Charles  Berkeley,  Earle  of 
Falmouth,  Baron  Botetourt  of  Langport  in  England,  and  Vifcount  Fitzharding 
of  Beerehaven,  and  Baron  Berkeley  of  Rathdoune  in  Ireland,  2d  fonne  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  Charles  Berkeley,  Knt.  {now  Vifcount  Fitzharding)  Trea- 
furer of  his  majefty's  houfehold,  and  one  of  his  majefty's  moft  honourable  privy 
councell,  did,  in  purfuance  of  his  loyalty,  even  from  his  infancy,  with  all  ob- 
fequioufnefs  apply  himfelf  unto  the  fervice  of  his  majefty  and  the  royall  family, 
tben  forced  to  live  in  exile  in  foraigne  parts,  never  forfaking  them  in  the  loweft 
condition,  but  attending  his  Royall  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  in  the  armyes, 
both  in  France  and  Flanders,  which  induced  his  majefty,  fince  his  happy  refto- 
ration,  to  confeiT  thofe  honours  upon  him,  as  alio  to  make  him  keeper  of  the 
privy  purfe,  and  his  Royall  Highnefs  to  conftitute  him  lieutenant-governor  of 
Portfmouth,  and  captain  of  his  horfe-guards.:  hereupon,  as  an  eftecl  of  grati- 
tude and  zeal  to  the  fervice  of  his  majefty  and  his  royall  highnefs,  his  lordlhip, 
fome  few  dayes  before  the  late  engagement  between  the  royall  navy  commanded 
by  his  royall  highnefs  and  that  of  the  Dutch,  obtayned  leave  to-  goe  on  board 
his  royall  highnefs's  fhrp,  to  be  prefent  and  partaker  in  the  danger ;  where,  in 
the  mval  battle  fatij^ht  upon  Saturday  the  3d  of  June,  his  lordfliip  (being  tj^n 
very  neave  the  perfon  of  his  royall  highnefs)  %\'asnayne  with  the  fame  fllot  that 
a¥o  in  the  fame  moment  deprived  of  life'  Charles  Maccarty,  Vifcount  iVIuikerr}-, 
aiid  Richard  Boyle,  Ef^j;  2d  fonne  of  Ricliard  Earle  of  Burlington  suad  Cerke. 

This 
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This  moft  noble  Earle  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Colonel  Harvey  ^agot,  Efqj 
by  whom  he  left  ifTue  the  Lady  Mary  Berkeley,  his  fole  daughter  and  heire, 
bemg  three  weeks  old  at  his  death.  As  for  his  funeral,  his  majefty  (as  an  effeifl 
of  the  great  favour  and  value  he  had  for  fo  meritorious  a  fcrvant  and  fubje<ft) 
commanded  that  the  fame  fliould  be  folemnized  at  his  majefty's  expence,  which 
was  moft  fumptuoufly  performed,  the  Lord  Arch  Bifhop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Dukes  of  Monmouth  and  Orraond,  and  divers  of  the  no- 
bility of  the  three  kingdoms  attending,  &c.  &c.  The  corps  were  interred  in  a 
chapell  on  the  north  fide  of  St.  Edward's.  This  certificate  was  taken  by  Sir 
Edward  Walker,  Knt.  Garter  principal  king  of  arms,  and  atteftcd  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Vifcount  Fitzharding,  father  to  the  moft  noble  Earle  de- 
funft,  this  24th  of  June  i66j. 

ALGERNOUN  PERCY,  Earl  of  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

The  Right  Honourable  and  moft  noble  Lord  Algernoon  Percy,  tenth 
Earle  of  Northumberland  of  that  family,  Baron  Percy,  Lucy,  Poynings,  Fitz- 
palne,  Brian,  and  Latimer,  one  of  the  Lords  of  his  majefty's  moft  honourable 
privy  council.  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  countyes  of  Northumberland  and  SulTex, 
and  Knight  of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  garter,  departed  this  mortall  life  in 
the  67th  yeare  of  his  aje,  at  his  honor  of  Petworth,  in  the  countye  of  Suflex, 
the  ijthdayeof  Oftober  i668,  and  was  privately  interred  in  a  vault  in  the 
church  of  Petworth  appropriated  to  his  noble  family,  the  4th  day  of  November 
following.  This  moft  noble  Earle  married  two  wives ;  the  firft  was  the  Lady 
Anne,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  Right  Honourable  William  Earle  of  Salift)ury,  &c. 
and  Knight  of  the  garter,  by  whom  he  had  ifflie  fix  daughters,  two  only  living 
to  be  married ;  viz.  the  Lady  Anne  Percy,  the  eldeft,  was  married  unto  Philip 
Lord  Stanhope,  Earle  of  Chefterfield,  and  dyed  without  iflue ;  the  Lady  Eliza- 
beth, 2d  daughter,  is  now  wife  of  Arthur  Lord  Capell,  Earle  of  Eftex,  by 
whom  he  hath  iflTue  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Capell,  about  five  yeares  old.  The  fe- 
cond  wife  of  this  moft  noble  Earle  is  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  daugh- 
ter of  Theophilus  Earle  of  Suffolke,  Knight  of  the  garter,  deceafed,  who  fur- 
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vives  htm  ;  by  whom  he  had  iffue  his  only  fon  Joceline,  now  Euile  of  Noithnm- 
berland,  &c.  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  countyes  of  Northumberland  and 
SulTex,  who  hath  married  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Wrlothefley,  third  daughteu 
and  coheirs  of  Thomns  Earle  of  Southampton,  late  Lord  High  Treafurer  of 
England,  &c.  deceafed,  and  fole  helre  of  his  fecond  wife  the  Lady  Eliaabeih 
Leigh,  who  was  daughter  and  cohcire  of  Francis  Lord  Dunfmore,  E;irle  of  ChiT 
chefter,  deceafed,  by  whom  he  hath  ifTue  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Percy,  aged  about 
two  yeares,  as  yet  his  only  child.  This  certificate  was  taken  tlie  29th  days 
of  December  1668,  by  Sir  Edward  Walker,  Knight,  Garter  principal  king  o£ 
arms,  and  attefted  by  the  fubfcription  of  the  Right  Honourable  Joceline  Earle 
of  Northumberland,  fonne  and.  heire  of  the  mofl  noble  Algernoun  Earle  g£. 
Northumberland,  deceafed. 

Sir  WILLIAM     W  I  L  L  U  G  H  BY,     Baronet. 

The  Right  Worfliipful  Sir  William  Willughby  of  Selflon,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  Baronet,  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  his  majefty's  privy  cliamberj 
as  alfo  one  of  his  Deputy  Lieutenants,  and  Captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe  withia 
the  fame  county,  departed  this  mortal  life  at  his  houfe  called  Selfton-hall  upoa 
Fryday  the  tenth  of  February,  a°  1670;  whofe  funeral  was  honourably  foleniT 
nizcd  according  to  his  degree  on  Thurfday  the.iith  May  next  enfuing,  from 
Selfton-hall  to  the  pariih  church  of  SeUlon,,  where  he  was  interred  on  the  fouth, 
fide  of  the  chancel.  Ha  married  Margaret,  daughter  and  fole  heire  to  George 
Abbot,  fonne  and  heire  of  Sir  Morris  Abbot,  Knt.  but  left  no  ilfue  by  her-, 
then  furviving ;  whereupon  Mary,  wife  of  Beaumont  Dixey  of  Bofworth,  in  the 
county  of  Leicefter,  Efq;  fonne  and  heire  to  Sir  Woirion  Dixey,  Bart,  (only 
firter  to  the  defun<SV)  became  his  lineal  heire. 

Sir    F  R  A  N  C  I  S      CHAPLIN,     Knight. 

Sir  Francis  Chaplin,  Knt.  late  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of  London,  and 
^dcrmaa  of  Viatry  Ward,  one  of  the  governors  of  Chrift  Hofpital  (to  which 
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faid  hofpital  he  bequeathed  two  hundred  pounds  by  his  laft  will  and  tcftament) 
departed  this  life  at  his  houfe  in  Bery-flreet  on  Sunday  the  27th  day  of  June 
1680,  and  was  privately  interred  in  the  parilh  church  of  St.  Catharine  Cree  on 
Saturday  the  3d  day  of  July  following.  The  faid  Sir  Francis  Chaplin  was  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Robert  Chaplin  of  Bury  St.  Edmond's,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Francis  Arty  of  Bury  St.  Edmond's  afore- 
faid ;  which  faid  Robert  Chaplin,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  left  ilTue  (befides  the 
deceafed)  Robert  Chaplin  of  the  parirti  of  St.  Swithin,  London,  Merchant,  his 
fecond  fon,  who  married  Anne,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Tomkins  of 
Mornington,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  Knight,  and  widow  of  Roger  Vaughan 
of  the  county  of  Hereford  aforefaid,  Efq;  The  faid  Sir  Francis  Chaplin  the 
defun(fl;  married  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Huett  of  Eflex,  Efq;  by  whom 
he  left  ilTue  John  Chaplin,  his  eldefl  fon  ;  Charles,  2d  fon ;  Robert,  3d  fon  ; 
and  Anne,  his  only  daughter.  John  Chaplin,  Efq;  fon  and  heir  of  the  dcfun(f>, 
married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  and  fo!e  heir  of  Sir  John  Hamby  of  Tathwel, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Knt.  "by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  fole  heir  of 
Richard  Porter  of  Lamberhurft  in  Kent,  Efq;  by  whom  he  hath  iflue  three  fons 
and  one  daughter;  viz.  Porter,  eldeft  fon;  Francis,  2d  fon  ;  and  John,  3d  foi^ 
and  Anne  his  daughter.  This  ceriiHcate  was  taken  the  23d  of  July  1683,  by 
Henry  St.  George,  Kut.  Clarenceux  king  of  arms,  and  atttAed  by  the  fubfcrip- 
tion.of  Robert. Chagiin,  brother  to  the  defanc't. 

ROB:  CHAPLIN', 
Sir  EDWARD    TURNOR,    Kht.   Lord  Chief  Baron,  Src. 

Sir  Edward  Turnor,  Knight;  late  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  his  majefly'-j 
court  of  Exchequer,  departed  this  life  on  the  4  day  of  March  1675,  at  the 
town  and  borough  of  Bedford,  <}uring  the  publick  affizes  there,  being  then  one 
of  the  judges  itinerant  for  the  Norfolk  circuit ;  from  thence  his  body  was  pri- 
wuely  remoTcd  to  his  houfe  in  Chancery-lane,  London,  where  it  remained  till 
Thurfday  the  16  day  of  tlie  faid  month;  on  which  day  it  w.is  with  all  due  fo- 

Itmnify 
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lemnity  befitting  bis  degree  conveyed  through  the  city  of  London,  accompanied 
with  a  great  number  of  coaches,  as  the  king's,  queen's,  their  royal  highneffeSj 
the  Arch  Bifliop  of  Canterbury's,  the  Lord  Chancellor's,  and  divers  of  the  no- 
bility, relations,  and  others,  as  far  as  Kiiigfland  juxta  Newington,  and  proceed- 
ing thence  to  Hoddefdon  ia  Hertfordfliire,  it  was  met  by  the  principal  gentry 
both  of  the  counties  of  Hertford  and  EfTeK,  who  accompanied  the  corps  to 
Little  Parendon  in  Eflex,  where  it  was  interred  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chan- 
cel of  that  parilh  church.  He  was  elded  fon  of  Arthur  Tnrnor  of  Parendon 
Parva,  Serjeant  at  law,  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Jermy  of  Gunton, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  Efq;  He  was  born  near  the  Old  Exchange,  London, 
in  the  houfe  of  his  uncle  Sir  Thomas  Moulfon,  fome  time  Lord  Mayor  of  the 
faid  city  ;  he  was  bred  at  fchool  under  Dr.  Godwin,  who  writ  the  Roman  Anti- 
quities; from  thence  fent  to  Queen's  College  in  Oxford  under  Dr.  Barlow,  now 
Bilhop  of  Lincoh ;  from  thence  to  the  Middle  Temple,  where  he  ftudied  the 
laws,  until  upon  the  king's  reftoration  in  the  year  1660,  he  was  made  Knight, 
and  one  of  the  king's  council  in  the  law,  and  attorney-general  to  his  royal  high- 
nefs :  in  the  year  1661  he  was  chofen  burgefs  for  the  town  of  Hertford  to  ferve 
in  that  parliament,  and  then  chofen  Speaker  thereof;  and  during  the  time  of 
being  Speaker  he  was  made  folici tor- general  to  his  majefly,  in  the  Eafler-term 
1671  made  ferjeant  at  law,  and  the  fame  term  was  fworn  Lord  Chief  Baron  of 
his  majefly's  court  of  Exchequer,  in  which  office  he  continued  till  his  death. 
He  married;  firflly,  Sarah,  daughter  and  heir  to  Gerard  Gore,  Efq;  Alderman 
of  London,  by  whom  he  had  ifTue  four  fons  and  two  daughters ;  viz.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Turnor,  Knt.  his  eldeft  fon,  who  married  the  Lady  Ifabella  Keith,  daugh- 
ter and  coheir  of  the  Right  Hon''''  William  Earl  Marflial  of  Scotland,  and  by 
her  hath  had  iffue  two  fons,  Charles,  his  fon  and  heir,  and  Edward,  who  died 
an  infant,  and  five  daughters ;  Anne,  Ifabella,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary 
(whereof  Sarah  and  Mary  only  furvived) :  Arthur,  2d  fon,  and  Gerard,  3d  fon 
to  the  defunft,  died  infants;  Arthur,  4th  fon,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  Urlin  of  Eaton,  in  com.  Berks,  Efq;  by  whom  he  hath  ilTue  one  fon,  named 
Edward.     The  daughters  of  the  defunifl  are  Sarah,  married  to  George  Clarke 

of  Watford,  in  com.  Northampton,  Efq;  the  other,  named  Anne,  died  an  infant. 

The 
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The  fccond  wife  to  die  defunft  was  Mart,  daughter  and  heir  of  Henry  Ewer 
«f  South  Mimms,  in  com.  Midx.  Gent,  widow  of  William  Afliton  of  Tin- 
greth,  in  com.  Bedford,  Efq;  but  by  her  he  hath  had  no  ilTue. 

The  officers  of  arms  who  marfhalled  this  funeral  were  Henry  St.  George, 
Efq;  Richmond  Herald,  and  Robert  Devenifli,  Efq;  York  Herald ;  and  the 
truth  of  this  certificate  is  attefted  by  the  before-mentioned  Sir  Ed%vard  Tur- 
nor,  Knt.  fon  and  heir  to  the  defun<fl,  the  fixth  day  of  March  1682,  annoq; 
R.  R  Caroli  Secundi,  nunc  Anglix,  etc.  35°. 


I  muft  here  beg  the  Reader's  excufe,  if  I  have  too  long  de- 
tained him  with  fo  many  examples  of  the  fame  kind,  of  which 
we  have  many  volumes  finely  preferved  on  vellum ;  but  as  fuch 
monumental  pedigrees  have  not  hitherto  been  publiflied,  and 
as  the  fame  tend  fo  much  to  the  honour  and  prefervation  of 
the  memory  of  families,  I  hope  they  are  not  improperly  intro- 
duced here,  becaufe  fuch  Funeral  Certificates  muft  ever  be  held 
in  veneration,  not  only  for  the  Genealogies  they  contain,  but 
alfo  for  the  great  ufe  and  advantages  that  may  arife  from  them 
to  the  public  in  general  in  various  other  inftances:  to  the  Hif- 
torian  they  may  be  of  excellent  fervice  to  alFifl  him  in  the  chro- 
nology of  remarkable  tranfacSlions  at  home  or  abroad,  in  peace 
or  war ;  the  feveral  fteps  to  preferment  in  church  or  ftate ; 
where  family  alliances  principally  lie  are  thereby  known  ;  and 
a  multitude  of  difcoveries  made,  which  may  give  lights  into 
the  changes  and  proceedings  of  government,  6cc.  are  abundant 
proofs  of  their  value  and  ufe  to  pofterity. 

I  But 


[     30     ] 

But  to  refume  the  fubjedl  of  Parifh  Regifters,  I  fliall  here 
beg  leave  to  prefent  the  reader  with  a  few  examples  of  certi- 
ficates lately  regiftered  in  the  Heralds  Office,  in  fupport  of 
pedigrees  for  families  refiding  abroad,  which  will  Aew  the 
exadtnefs  and  attention  that  is  generally  paid  to  thefe  affairs  by 
other  nations. 

From  the  pedigree  of  Baron  Quarles,  Lord  of  Tedingfweerd 

in  Guelderland,  6cc. 

"  Jean  Quarles,  bachelier,  ne  a  Londres,  demeure  a  Delft  avecPETRO- 
"  NELLA  VAN  Berchell,  demolfelle  de  Rotterdam,  ayant  eu  leur  trois  an- 
"  nonces  de  marriages  fans  aucun  empechement  legitime,  font  publiquement 
"  dans  Teglife  de  Rotterdam  invefti  dans  le  faint  etat  de  marriage  le  3 1  Oftobi'e 
*'   1628. 

Johannes  Wilhelmins, 
Eccleti:  Rottrod:" 

Extrait    du  Regiflre   de   baptefmes   de   I'eglife  Walonne   de 

Voorburg. 

"  Le  22  Janvier  1760  eft  nee  Henriette  Philippine  Wilhelmine 
"  FREDERKyjE,  fille  de  Monfieur  le  Baron  Guillaume  de  Quarles,  Seigneur 
"  de  Thedingfwecrd,  et  de  Madame  la  Baronne  Louife  Henriette  de  Wyhe 
"  d'Egtel  fon  epoufe  :  elk  a  ete  prefentce  au  baptefme  le  3  Fevrier  1760  par 
"  Monfieur  fon  pere  et  par  Madame  la  Baronne  de  Heckeren  de  Camperbeke, 
"  nee  Baronne  de  Wyhe,  qui  en  eft  maraine. 

"  Fait  a  Voorburg  le  26  May  1763, 

J.  J.  Cuss Y,  Pafteur." 
"  Pro  vero  Extr. 

From 
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From  the  continuation  of  the  family  pedigree  of  Agton,  ot 
Befancon  in  France,  defcended  from  the  ancient  Actons 
of  Aldenham,  &c.  in  the  county  of  Salop. 


Walter.  Actoh  (zd  fon  of  Sir  =  Catharine,    daughter  of  Oliver 


Walter  Afton  of  Aldenham,  in  the 
county  of  Salop,  Bart.)  citizen 
and  goldfmith  of  London,  &c. 


Pocklington   of  Brinkton,    in  the 
county  of  Hunt,  M.  D.  &c.  &c. 


J^ 


Edward  AcTON,  eldeft  r—  Catharine,  daughter 
fon,  born  1 1  Nov.  1679,        of  John  Steventon  of  the 


Sec.  married  6  Feb.  17°^, 
ob.  3  May  1728,  a:t.  49, 
and  was  buried  at  Cam- 
ber well,  &c.  &c. 


family  of  Steventon  of 
Dodhil,  in  the  county 
of  Salop.  She  died  25 
Dec.  1715. 


Oliver  Acton, 
bom  28  Novemb. 
1695,  an  attorney 
of  the  court  of 
Com.  Pleas,  &c. 
&c. 


_r^ 


'I 

Edward  Acton,  cldeil  ^- Catharine,   daughter 

fon,  born  11  June  1709,  "  "" 

&c.  now  refiding  in  the 

city  of  Befancon,  in  the 

province    of  Burgundy, 

&c. 


-rlH 


of  Francis  Lofis  de  Gray 
in  the  province  of  Bur- 
gundy,. Eftj; 


John  Acton, 
Commodore  in 
chief  of  the  Im- 
perial navy. 


JoHN-Fr  ANCIS 

Acton,  eldeft 
fon,  bapt.  3  June 
1736,  an  officer 
in  thclmper.  fer- 
vice  in  'I'ufcany, 


Joseph-Edwa  rd, 
2d  fon,  bom  1737, 
an  officer  of  horfe 
in  France. 


Philip-Edward, 
3d  fon,  born  1740, 
an  officer  of  horfe 
in  France. 


Susanna-Ca- 
tharine,born 
1738,  now  liv- 
ing at  Befan- 
{on,  unmarried. 


Oliver  Acton,  Gent,  an  attorney  in  the  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  and  fteward  of  the  hofpital  of  Bridewell,  London 
(the  fame  Oliver  Adon  above-mentioned)  by  his  affidavit,  and 
authentic  evidences  which  are  entered  in  the  Heralds  Office, 
prove  the  former  part  of  this  pedigree,    and  the  certificates 

from 
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from  the  Reglfler  abroad  the  latter.     That  for  John-Francis 
Acton,  the  eldeft  fon,  is  as  follows : 

Extrait  desRegiflres  de  la  parolife  dc  St.  Marccllin  de  Befan9on. 

"  Jean  FRAN901S  Edo'Uard,  fils  deMonfieur  Edouard  Aflon,  Gentilhommc 
"  Aaglois,  et  de  Madame  Catharine  Lo'i'is  fon  epoufe,  a  ete  baptife  le  trois  Juia 
"  Mil  fept  cent  trente  fix :  il  a  eu  pour  parrein  Monfieur  Jean  Etlenne  Caboud, 
"  Licutenant-General  du  bailllage  de  Befan^on,  ct  pour  marreine  Madame  Fran- 
"  9oife  d'Oflbn." 

"  Certifie  le  prefent  extrait  conforme  a  I'original:  a  Befan9on  10  May  1762. 

D.  George  Couderet,  Ret.  Ben. 
Cure  de  St.  MarceUia." 

"  Nous  Antoine  Francois  des  Potots,  Ecuyer,  Prefident  au  prefidial, 
*'  Lieutenant-General  au  bailliage  de  Befangon  au  comte  de  Bourgoyne,  ou  le 
"  papier  timbre  a'efl  pas  en  ufage,  certifioas  a  tons  a  qui  il  apartiendra,  que 
*'  Dom.  George  Couderet,  qui  a  figne  I'extrait  baptiftaire  cy-defus,  efl  religieux 
*'  Benediiflin  Cure  de  la  paroide  de  St.  Marcellin  de  cette  viile,  et  que  foy 
"  pleine  et  entiere  y  doit  eftre  ajoutce  comme  a  tous  autres  afles  qu'il  figne  en 
*'  cette  qualitee ;  en  temolgnage  dc  quoy  nous  avons  figne  les  prefentes,  et  y 
"  avons  apofe  le  fceau  du  roy,  dont  on  fe  fert  en  ce  balliage.  Donne  en  noflre 
"  hotel  a  Befan9on  le  onze  May  Mil  fept  cent  foixante  deux." 

"  Nous  Vicaire-General  de  fon  eminence  Monfeigneur  le  Cardinal  de  Choifeul 

*'  Beaupr6,  Archeveque  de  Befan^on,  Prince  du  St.  Empire,  certifions  a  qui  il 

"  appartiendra,  que  Dom.  Couderet,  qui  a  ecrit,  figne,  et  delivre  I'afte  d'autre 

"  part  infere,  efl:  tel  qu'il  fe  qualifie ;  que  foy  pleine  et  entiere  doit  y  etre  ajou- 

"  tee  tant  en  jugement  que  de  h'ors,  certifions  en  outre,  que  le  papier  timbre 

"  n'cfl  point  en  ufage  au  comte  de  Bourgoyne.     A  Befan5on  le  onze  May  Mil 

*'  fept  cent  foixante  deux. 

GALOIS,  Vic.  Ger, 
"  Par  M.  le  Vicaire-General  JoLiCiiRS." 

Part 
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Part  of  the  pedigree  of  Sir  John  Lambert,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Lambert,  Knt.   bornr^MADEi.AiK,   daughter  of  Benja- 


anno  1666,  created  a  baronet  of 
Great  Britain  by  letters  patent  16 
Feb.  1710,  9°  Anns  Regina: :  he 
died  Feb.  4,   1722. 


min  Bcauzelin,  of  Roan  in  Nor- 
mandy :  Ihe  died  in  Clarges-llreet, 
Piccadilly,  1737,  aet.  70. 


^^\. 


Sir  John  Lambert  of— Anne,  daughter  of  Temped 


the  parifh  of  St.  Peter  le 
Poor,  London,  Baronet. 


JTi 


Holmes,  Efq;  late  one  of  the 
commiflioners  of  his  majeily's 
viftualling  office,  living  at 
Paris,   1762. 


E  E  N  J  A  \f  I  M 

Lam  B  E  RT 
of  London, 
Efquire. 


Sir  John  Lam- 
BERT.baptiz'din 
the  parifh  church 
of  Saint  Peter  le 
Poor,  London, 
0&.  II,  1728, 
living  1762. 


Robert  Alex- 
ander Lam- 
2d  fon,  born  at 
Paris,  and  bap- 
tized there  24th 
July  1732,  liv- 
ing 1762. 


Benjamin  Lid- 
del  Lambert, 
3d  fon,  born  at 
Paris  6  Aug.  and 
baptized  20th  of 
faid  month  1735. 


Berkeley  Fitz- 
Williams  Lam- 
bert, 4th  fon, 
born  at  Paris,  and 
baptized  there  the 
inhjan.  1738N.S. 


Proofs  of  the  births  of  the  three  fons  born  at  Paris;  viz. 

The  baptifm  of  Robert  Alexander,  2d  fon  of  Sir  John 
Lambert,  and  Lady  Anne  Holmes  his  wife,  is  certified  by  the 
Rev.  Anthony  Thompfon,  chaplain  to  his  excellency  the  late 
Earl  of  Waldegrave,  then  charged  with  his  late  majefty's  af- 
fairs at  the  court  of  France,  with  thefe  particulars,  that  Robert 
Knight,  Efq;  and  Mr.  Alexander  Alexander,  were  the  godfa- 
thers, and  Mrs.  Knight,  godmother. 


K 


Certificate 
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Certificate  for  Benjamin  Liddel  Lambert  the  third  fen, 

I  M  M  A  N  U  E  L  1 

Extrait  des  Regiflres  des  Batemes  de  ccux  de  la  confefiioa 
d'Aiigfbourg,  que  font  leurs  afleniblees  facrees  ches  Monfieur 
le  Miniftre  Plenipotentiare  de  Suede. 

"  Vendredi  le  20"'°  Aouft,  a  7  heures  du  foir,  de  I'annce  1736,  en  I'hotel  elr 
"  a  la  chapelle  de  Monfieur  le  Baion  de  Gedda,  Miniftre  Plenipotentiare  de' 
"  Suede,  dans  la  rue  des  Sts.  Peres,  fauxbourg  St.  Germain  a  Paris,  fut  baptifs 
"  un  fils  de  Monfieur  Jean  Lambert,  Clievaillcr  Baronet  de  la  Grande  Britagne, 
"  de  Dame  Anne  Holmes  Lambert  fon  epoufe ;  les  parains  etoient  le  Sieur  Ben- 
"  jamin  Lambert,  Ecuier  de  Londres,  abfent,  reprefente  par  le  dit  Chevalier 
"  Jean  Lambert  (on  frere ;  le  fccond  parain  le  Reverend  Charles  Liddel,  Anglols, 

"  cure  de  la  paroifle  de dans  la  province  de  Kent,  aufli  abfent,  et  repre- 

"  fente  par  le  Dofteur  en  Medecine  Lane,  Anglols ;  et  la  maraine  Demoifellc 
"  Sara  Parfons,  filie  ainee  de  Monfieur  Humphrey  Parfons,  Alderman  de  la  ville 
"  de  Londres,  et  Membre  du  parlement  pour  la  dite  ville ;  lefquels  parains  et 
"  maraine  ont  donne  a  I'enfaat  le  nom  Benjamin  Liddel  :  I'enfant  fut  ne 
"  Lundi  le  6'"°  Aout  1736,  a  trois  heures  du  matin. 

Daniel  Lours  Mettenius,  Miniftre  du  faint 
"  Fait  a  Paris  le  26  Evangile,    et  Predicateur  de   la  legation   dc: 

"  Oftobre  1736."  Suede,  certifie  que  le  prefent  extrait  eft  con- 

forme  a  foa  original. 

"  Je  certifie  que  Textrait  Ijaptlftaire  de  I'autre  part  eft  de  I'aumonier  de  la  le- 
"  gation  veritable  qui  il  a  figne,  et  quo'n  y  pcut  ajouter  pleine  foy.  Fait  a  Parls- 
"  le  17  Oft.  1736. 

Min.  Plenipot.  du  roy  de  Suede  a  la  cour  de  France." 

Certificate- 
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Certificate  for  Berkeley  Fitz-Williams  Lambert^ 

fourth  fon. 

"  I  the  under-written  chaplain  to  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Waldegrave,  hie 

"  majefty's  ambafliidor  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France, 

"  do  hereby  certify,    that  according  to  the  form  required  by  the  church  of 

♦'  England,    and  before  fevernl  witnefles,  I  baptized  Berkeley  FiTz-WtL- 

"  LiAMS,  the  new-born  fon  of  Sir  John  Lambert  and  Lady  Anue  Lambert  his 

"  wife,  the  eleventh  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Oue  thoufand  Sevea 

"  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 

ANT.   THOMPSON. 

N.  B.  The  Earls  of  Berkeley  and  Fitz-Williams  were  godfathers,  and  the 
Lady  Wolfelcy,  wife  of  Sir  William  Wolfeley  of  Wolfeley  Bridge,  ire 
the  county  of  Stafford,  Baronet,  godmother. 

And  from  the  family  pedigree  of  the  Chevalier  De  Lerv, 
Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis ;  among  feveral  other  certi- 
ficates entered  in  the  Heralds  Office  as  proofs  of  that  pe- 
digree, pleafe  to  obferve  the  following  : 

Extrait  des  Regiftres  dcs  Baptemes  de  la  paroifie  de  Ville  Marie 
en  I'ifle  de  Montreal  en  Canada. 

"  Le  cinquieme  jour  d'Oftobre  de  Tan  Mil  fix  cent  quatre  vingt  dix  fept  a 
"  etc  baptize  Marie  Rf.nee,  fille  deRence  de  Gardeur,  Ecuyer,  Sicur  de  Bau- 
*'  vais,  Lieutenant  dans  le  detachement  de  la  marine,  ct  de  Dame  Marie  Barbc 
"  de  St.  Our  fon  epoufe,  nee  le  meme  jour  des  dits  mois  et  an :  le  parrein  a 
"  ete  Jean  Batifte  de  St.  Our,  et  la  marraine  Genevieve  Marjane  de  la  Valteric,. 
"  femrae  de  Mr.  L'lde,  Ecuyer  et  Lieutenant  dans  Ic  dit  detachement.  Signc, 
♦•  De  L'Eschaillon,  Genevieve  de  la  Valterje,  R.  C.  de  Breslay» 
"  faifant  Ics  fonftions  Curiales." 

"  J* 
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"  Je  fous-figne,  Pretre  Vicalre  de  la  dite  paroiffe  de  VUle  Marie,  certifie  que 

*'  le  prefent  extrait  eft  veritable  et  conforme  a  fon  original.     Expedic  ce  4  Juil- 

"  let  1715- 

PRIAT,  Vicaire." 

Extrait  des  Regiftres  de  la  paroiffe  de  Quebec  pour  les  Ba- 
temes,  Marriages,  et  Enterrement,  fait  en  1721. 

"  Le  vingt  et  unieme  Juillet  Mil  fept  cent  et  un,  par  nous  Pretre  fous-figne  a 
*'  ete  baptife  Gaspard  Joseph,  ne  le  jour  precedent  du  legitime  marriage  de 
"  Gafpar  ChaulTegros,  Ecuj'er,  Sieur  de  Lery,  Capitaine  Ingenieur,  et  de  Dame 
"  Marie  Rene  Legardeur  deBauvais;  paraine  Alexandre  Jofeph  de  Leftimgand, 
"  Ecuyer,  Sieur  de  St.  Martin,  Capitaine  Commandant  deles  troupes  en  cepaTs; 
"  maraine  Dame  Louife  Legardeur,  veuve  de  Monfieur  de  Villeray. 

Signe  au  Regiftre,  Chaussegros  de  Lery, 

De  Lestimgand  de  St.  Martin, 
Louise  Legardeur  de  Villeray  Bouillard. 

*'  Nous  Pretre  Cure  de  Quebec  certiffions  le  prefent  extrait  veritable  et  con- 
"  forme  a  I'original ;  en  foy  dequoy  nous  I'avons  figne  au  dit  Quebec  le  vingt 
"  deux  Oflobre  Mil  fept  cent  cinquante  et  un. 

J.  F.  R  E  C  H  E  S,  Cure  de  Quebec. 

"  Nous  Henrie  Marie  du  Breil  de  Pombriand,  par  la  mifericorde  de  Dieu  et 
"  la  grace  du  St.  Siege  Apoftoloique  Eveque  de  Quebec,  fufFragant  immediat  du 
"  St.  Seige,  Confeiller  du  roy  en  tons  fes  confeils,  etc.  certifions  h  qui  il  appar- 
"  tiendra,  que  la  fignature  de  I'extrait  de  I'autre  part  eft  veritablement  du  S'' 
"  Reches,  Cure  de  Quebec,  et  que  foy  pent  et  doit  y  etre  ajoute.  Donne  a 
"  Quebec  en  notre  palais  epifcopal  fous  notre  feing,  le  fceau  de  nos  armes,  et 
"  le  contre-feing  dc  notre  fecretaire,  ce  26  Oiftobre  Mil  fept  cent  cinquante  un. 

H.  M.  Eveque  de  Quebec." 

i  To 
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To  this  is  added  a  fimilar  certificate,  figned  by  the  Chevalier 
Fran9ois  Bigot,  Intendant  of  all  New  France. 

Extrait  du  Regiftre  de  Bapt.  faits  a  Teglile  paroiffe  do  St.  Ea- 

flache  a  Paris. 

"  1762,  le  VendreJi  15  Oftobrc  fut  baptife  Louis  Rene,  ne  deMercredi, 
"  dernier  fils  de  Meflire  Jofeph  Gafpard  Chaulfegros,  Ecuyer,  Sieur  de  Lery, 
"  Chevalier  de  St.  Louis,  Capitaine  dans  les  troupes  du  Roy  cy  devunt  en  Ca- 
"  nada,  et  de  Dame  Louife  Martelle  de  Brouague  fon  epoufe,  demeurants  en 
"  rue  du  BouUoir  ;  le  parein  MefTire  Jean  Louis  la  Coine,  Pretre  du  diocefe 
"  de  Canada ;  la  maraine  Renee  de  la  Valliere,  epoufe  do  Monf.  Duliaot,  Con- 
"  feiller  du  cy  devant  grand  voyer  en  Canada;  Icfquels  ont  figne." 

"  Collatione  a  I'originai  et  delivre  par  moi  Pretre  Bachelieren  theologie  de 
"  facultc  de  Paris,  Predicateur  ordinaire  du  roy,  et  Vicaire  de  la  dite  eglife. 

"  A  Paris  ce  25  Oftobre  1762.  FRESNEAU." 

The  General  Regiftry  of  BIRTHS  eftabliOied  in  the 
Heralds  Office,  calculated  to  comprehend  the  numerous 
births  of  perfons  not  baptized  in  the  eftablifhed  church,  is 
certainly  a  good  one,  and  will  be  of  great  ufe  in  clearing  up 
many  difficulties  with  regard  to  Inheritances  and  Claims 
of  different  natures  j  but  as  this  is  not  known,  perhaps,  fo 
generally  as  it  might  be,  I  fliall,  for  the  fake  of  all  perfons, 
whether  natives  or  foreigners,  wiiom  the  extenfive  commerce 
of  this  nation  may  invite  to  live  among  us,  give  them  the  fol- 
lowing Plan,  eftablifhed  in  the  year  1747,  which  I  prefume 
will  not  be  unacceptable. 

L  AGENERAL 
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A     GENERAL 

REGISTRY    OF    BIRTHS, 

K  E  P  T      A  T 

The   HERALDS    OFFICE, 

On  St.  Benet'sHill  near  St.  Paul's,  London. 

THE  fu  pre  me  Courts  of  judicature  being  held  near  this 
metropolis,  aGENERAL  Registry  of  BIRTHS 
from  ali  parts  of  his  majefty's  dominions  colledled  into  one, 
and  ready  at  hand  to  be  confulted,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Wills, 
muft  fave  great  trouble  and  expence,  which  people  are  put  to 
when  it  is  necefTary  to  eonfult  fuch  Regifters  as  are  now  kept 
difperfed  in  the  feveral  parifiies,  and  which  do  not  comprehend 
the  numerous  births  of  children  not  baptized  in  the  eftablifhed 
church,  or  not  baptized  at  all. 

Proper  books  are  provided  for  making  the  necefTary  entries; 
viz.  for  London,  and  Places  within  the  Bills  of  Morta- 
lity; for  the  Country;  and  for  the  Colonies  abroad: 
likewife  one  for  entering  the  births  of  perfons  of  any  age  born 
before  Chriftmas-day  1747. 

There 
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There  is  daily  attendance  given.  Holidays  excepted,  at  the 
College  of  Arms,  or  Heralds  Office  aforefaid,  at  the 
iifual  office-hours ;  viz.  from  Ten  in  tlie  morning  till  One, 
and  from  Three  till  Five  in  the  afternoon,  by  an  Herald  and 
a  Purfuivant,  who  are  fworn  officers ;  one  of  whom  will  make 
due  and  exadt  entries  of  what  is  brought  before  them. 

For  fuch  who  live  in  London,  and  can  conveniently  come 
to  the  office,  one  or  both  the  Parents  are  defired  to  attend 
there  in  perfon ;  or,  in  cafe  that  cannot  be  done,  two  perfons 
who  were  prefent  at  the  birth ;  the  Midwife  for  one,  if  con- 
venient, may  attend  and  fign  the  entry,  which  is  witnefTed  by 
two  Officers  of  Arms  in  the  Regifter-book,  on  paying  the  fee 
of  Half  a  Crown  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  an  attefted  certificate 
of  the  entry  made  is  given  upon  parchment,  and  fealed  with 
the  feal  of  the  office. 

For  perfons  at  a  diftance,  they  are  defired  to  draw  up  a  cer- 
tificate, to  be  figned  either  by  one  or  both  the  Parents,  or  by 
two  perfons  prefent  at  the  birth,  and,  if  convenient,  the  Mid- 
wife for  one ;  and  to  go  to  fome  neighbouring  Juftice  of  the 
peace,  before  whom  they  are  defired  to  make  affidavit  of  the 
truth  J  which  certificate  and  affidavit  being  tranfmitted  to  the 
Office,  with  the  Fee  of  Half  a  Crown,  will  be  duly  entered 
by  one  of  the  officers  in  waiting,  and  the  originals  be  carefully 
kept :  but  if  one  perfon  prefent  at  the  birth  can  attend  the 

Office, 
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Office,  and  bring  a  certificate  figned  by  one  or  both  the  Pa- 
rents, or  two  perfons  prefent  at  the  birth,  done  in  his  prefence, 
fuch  certificate  will  be  entered,  the  perfon  (o  attending  figning 
the  entry  in  the  Regifter-book  in  the  prefence  of  one  of  the 
officers  in  waiting. 

The  time  and  place  of  the  Parents  Marriage  is  alfo  given 
in,  becaule  it  may  be  a  means  of  proving  thofe  marriages  with 
more  eafe ;  and  the  Name  of  the  Mother's  Father  muft  al- 
ways be  inferted. 

The  form  of  an  Entry  when  both  Parents  fign. 
Our  ^  so"  joHK      ^ag  born   at  our  ,  """'''=    in   the  Parifli  of 

Daughter  Anne  Lodgings 

**-Jf"'  in  the  ^°""'y  f  ^f"'  on  the  fourth  day  of  June,   in  the 

Hatfield,  City  of  London,  •'  j  ' 

year  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-one ;  we  having 

been  married  at  St.  Bride's  in  London  on  the  third  day  of 

May,  in  the  year  1740 ;  as  witnefs  our  hands  this  6th  of  Jan. 

1747. 

RICHARD     DOE, 

Son  ©f  John  Doe,  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Tho.  Stiles. 

MARY     DOE, 

Daughter  of  John  Roe,  of  ^'^^t^'^  in  the  ^Z^^^^,, 

Witnefles  prefent  at  the  birth  of  John 

Doe  on  June  4,  1741,  as  above, 

A.  B.  Midwife.    C.  D.  Nurfe. 
y  -  The 
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The  form  of  an  Entry  when  only  one  Parent  figns. 

^y  DAu''htl°Al'sT  ^y  ^^^y  "^y  wife,  daughter  of  John  Roe  of 
St.  Luke-s,  ij^  the  ci.y  of  York,    jq  whoiTi  I  was  mafricd  at  St.  Bride's 

Ham,  County  or  Eircx, 

in  London  on  the  third  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1 740,  was 
born  at  my  ^^^^"f  in  the  parifh  of  s"^f„'J;|'  in  the  cTof  Lond^"' 
on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  One  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  forty-one;  as  witnefs  my  hand  this  <5th  Jan.  1747- 

WitnefTes  prefent  at  the  birth  of  Joha  RICHARD     DOE, 

Doe  on  June  4,  1 741,  as  above,  Son  of  John  Doe,  by  Anne  his 

A.  B.  Midwife,  wife,  daughter  of  Tho.  Stiles. 
CD.  Nurfe. 

The  form  of  an  Entry  when  Parents  are  dead,  or 
cannot  attend,  and  the  Marriages  cannot  be  known. 

Ill";  the  pScm^^^  of  Richard  Doe  by  Mary  his  wife,  daughter 
of  John  Roe  of  ^'•^;^;'''  in  the  ^^l°[J^;t.  was  born  at  his  father's 
Zt^  '"  tlie  paridi  of  ^- >|-;  in  the  gl^/J^-f-;  on  the  fourth 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-one ;  at  which  birth  we  were  prefent,  and  do  certify  that 
the  faid  Richard  and  Mary  Doe  did  ftile  themfelves  man  and 
wife,  did  cohabit,  and  were  reputed  as  fuch  for  at  leaft  nine 
months  before  this  child  was  born  3  as  witnefs  our  hands  this 

6th  Jan.  1747. 

A.B.  Midwife,  CD.  Nurfe, 

And  others  prefent. 
M  And 
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And  as  a  matter  further  concerning  the  prefcnt  fubjecfl,  I 
fliall  here  introduce  a  fliort  Genealogical  Table  of  feigned 
Names   as    a  fpecimen,    to  fhevv  the   manner  of  Regiftering . 
Pedigrees  in  the  Heralds  Office  at  this  time  j  viz. 


A. 


B. 


Maey,  id  daughter  of; 
Koger  Cr.ine  of  Crom- 
well, in  the  county  of 
Midx.  Efq;  born  i  a  June 
1678  at  Cromwell,  and 
tlisre  married  the  lo  OR. 
1699.  She  died  the  15 
Sept.  following  at  Old- 
burn,  and  was  buried  in 
the  chancel  of  that 
church. 

I  ft  wife. 


John  Herald  of  Oldbum,  in  the- 
county  of  Northumberland,  El'q;  (2d 
fon  of  Sir  John  Herald  of  Rowland, 
in  the  county- of  Leicelter,  Knt.) 
born  at  Rowland  i-j.  May  1680, 
knighted  at  Whitehall  10th  Aug. 
1704:  he  was  nftei-wards  a  colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  foot,  and  governor 
of  the  town  and  garrifon  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed,  where  he  died  20  May 
1718,  and  was  buried  in  the  fouth 
ille  of  that  church. 


Mary,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Roger  Watfon  of  Nutwood, 
in  the  county  of  Northumb. 
Gent,  born  at  Nutwood  15 
Aug.  1682,  and  there  mar- 
ried 10  on.  1701.  She  died 
the  20  June  17 10,  in  the  pa- 
rilh  of  St.  INIartin's  in  the 
Fields,  Weftminfter,  and  was 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  that 
church. 

2d  wife. 


_r^ 


James  HERALD,Erq; 
eldeft  fon,  born  atOId- 
burn  14.  Sept.  1700  : 
he  was  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Hon.  Col.  John 
Kemp"s  regiment  of 
foot  in  Ireland,  where 
he  died  unmai'ried  28 
Nov.  1736,  and  was 
buried  in  St.  Patrick's 
church,  Dublin. 


John  Herald,  D.  D.- 
zd  fon,  born  at  Oldhurn 
12  April  1703  :  mal- 
ter  of  Chrill's  college, 
Camb.  reetor  of  Tan- 
field,  and  aUb  of  Don- 
moor  in  Efiex,  and  pre- 
bend of  Lincoln.  He 
died  28  Dec.  1759,  and 
was  buried  in  the  church 
of  Donmoot  aforefaid. 


Jane,  2d  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Ro- 
bert Dore  of  High- 
wick,  in  the  county 
of  Berks,  Efq;  She 
was  born  at  High- 
wick  2oJune  1704J 
married  at  Ai5ton  in 
Bciks2q  June  1724., 
now  living,  1764.. 


Christmas,  only 
daughter,  born  at 
Bei"wick  the  25  Dec. 
1705;  inarried  the 
30  Nov.  1725  at  St. 
Andrew's  Holborn, 
to  Geo.  Errington 
of  Grays  Inn,  Efq; 
by  whom  ilie  ha« 
ifl'ue. 


John  Herald, 
of  Highwick, 
Efij;  eldeft  fon, 
born  atDonmoor 
aforefeid,  June 
1 1,  1725  ;  a  cor- 
net of  a  regi- 
ment of  dra- 
goons ;  living, 
17C4,  in  Ireland 
unmarried. 


James  Herald, 
2dl'on,  born  in  the 
pariih  of  St.  An- 
drew Holborn,  12 
July  1726;  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Eaft 
India  company's 
fervice  at  Fort  St. 
David;  livingthere 
1762  unmarried. 


RobertHerald, 
3d  fon,  born  in  the 
paiidi  of  Slycomb 
in  Berks,  Sept.  14, 
1727  ;  was  captain 
of  a  man  of  w.-^r. 
He  died  at  Plymouth 
immarried  19  Jur.e 
1762,  and  was  there 
buried. 


Thomas  Herald, 
4th  fon,  born  in  the 
paridi  of  St.  Mai-- 
garet  Weftminfter,  4 
OH.  1728.  Member 
of  parliament  for  the 
tBwn  of  Bowland  in 
Yorkdiire  ;  living, 
1764,   unmarried. 


Anna-Maria, 
only  daughter, 
born  at  Pancias, 
in  Midx.  3  Dec. 
1730,  and  died 
at  Bath  14  Dec. 
1760  unmarried, 
and  was  buried 
in  that  cath*-, 
dial. 


See  the  Anceftors  ot  Sir  John  Herald  aaJ  his  two  uives,  p.  50. 


And 
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The  truth  of  fuch  a  pedigree  muft  be  properly  certified 
by  one  of  the  family;  and  to  make  it  ftill  more  valid,  with 
entries  of  extracts  from  parilh  regifters,  wills,  or  monumen- 
tal infcriptions,  &c.  And  if  a  pedigree  fliould  be  carried  higher 
than  this,  or  begin  before  the  time  that  parifli  regiftcrs  com- 
menced, an  affidavit  is  not  only  required,  but  there  mufl:  be 
recourfe  to  wills  as  aforefaid,  deeds,  or  marriage  fettlements, 
to  corroborate  the  fame :  fuch  or  the  like  proofs,  concerning 
the  refpecftive  marriages,  births,  baptifms,  deaths,  and  places 
of  burial,  as  I  fhall  prefently  introduce,  will,  I  hope,  convince 
every  unprejudiced  and  impartial  perfon,  that  Pedigrees  thus 
entered  in  the  Heralds  Office,  fo  well  fortified,  will  be  deemed 
hereafter,  in  cafes  of  affinity  and  confanguinity,  very  conclu- 
five ;  but  in  cafe  a  century  hence  fuch  a  pedigree  fhould  be 
doubted,  or  the  particulars  intimated  fhall  not  be  thought  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport  it,  go  to  the  war-office,  and  you  will  find 
Sir  John  Herald  the  colonel,  h's  eldeft  fon,  James  the  lieute- 
nant, and  his  grandfon  John  the  cornet,  in  the  books  there. 
Examine  the  feveral  parochial  regifters,  and  if  properly  kept, 
or  not  deftroyed,  you  will  there  find  the  feveral  entries.     Go 
to  Chrift's  College,  Cambridge,  &c.    and  you  will  there  find 
John  Herald,  D.  D.  examine  the  matriculation  books,  and  you 
will  alfo  find  him  there  proved  to  be  the  fon  of  Sir  John  He- 
rald the  colonel :  go  to  Gray's  Inn,  and  there  perhaps  you 
will  find  George  Errington,  a  bencher.     And  if  you  want  a 
further  proof  of  the  exigence  of  the  grandchildren  of  Sir  John 
i  Herald 
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Herald  aforefaid,  examine  the  refpedive  regifters ;  and  if  it 
fliould  be  wanted  to  difcover  the  death  of  James,  one  of  the 
grandfons,  who  was  in  the  Eafl:  Indies,  and  unmarried  in  the 
year  1762,  examine  the  Eaft  India  company's  books,  and  there, 
according  to  their  wonted  exadlnefs  and  obliging  behaviour, 
you  will  obtain  a  very  particular  account  of  him.  Robert,  the 
third  grandfon,  will  be  found  upon  record  in  the  admiralty- 
office;  and  Thomas  the  fourth  grandfon,  the  member  of  par- 
liament, will  be  found  upon  that  honourable  lift ;  and  Anna- 
Maria,  the  grand-daughter,  faid  to  have  died  unmarried, 
will  appear  by  an  infcription  in  the  cathedral  at  Bath ;  but  in 
cafe  the  infcription  fliould  be  defaced  or  worn  out,  fee  the 
Heralds  CoUedions  of  monumental  Infcriptions  in  the  Heralds 
Office,  and  there  you  will  find  an  exadl  copy  preferved,  as 
follows : 

Here  refleth  the  body  of 

ANNA-MARIA, 

only  daughter  of  the  Rev:  John  Herald,  D.  D. 

lute  Mafler  of  Chrift's  College,  Cambridge,  and  Prebend  of  Lincoln,  &e, 

by  Jane  his  wife,  2d  daughter  and  coheir  of  Robert  Dore, 

of  Highwick  in  the  county  of  Berks,  Efq; 

and  grand-daughter  of  Sir  John  Herald,  Knt. 

She  died  in  this  city  unmarried  the  14th  of  Dec:  1760, 

aged  30  years. 

Her  eldefl;  brother  John  Herald  of  Highwick  aforefaid,  Efq; 

by  whom  flie  was  much  beloved,  caufed  this  memorial  of  her 

to  be  placed  here. 

Anno  1764. 

Selea 
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Seledt  Extrads  of  the  Registers  of  fundry  Parlfhes,  with  Copies 
of  Monumental  Infcriptions,  concerning  the  upper  part  of  the 
Pedigree  of  Sir  J  O  H  N  HERALD,  Knt.  aforefaid,  as 
follow : 

MARRIAGES. 

Whitby  Regifter,  Yorkshire. 

Herald,     Sir  John  (eld.  fon  of  Rkh.  Herald  of  York,  Efq;)ofRow-         1672 

and  land  in  com.  Lciceftcr,  Knt.  B.  and  Jane,  eld.  dau.  of  Sir       May  10. 

BiLAND,      James  Biland  of  this  town,  Knt.  S.  were  married  by  lycence. 

St.  John's  Regifter,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Caine,       Roger  (2d  fon  of  Ralpli  Caine  of  Exeter,  Gent.)  of  Crom-         1673 
and  well  in  com.  Midx.  Efq;  B.  and  Elizabeth,  3d  daughter       Juaei2. 

Fenwick.    of  Thomas  Fcnwick   of  Oldburn  in  Northumb.   S.   were 
married  by  banns. 

Greenwood  Regifter,  Northumberland. 

Watson,  Roger  (only  fon  of  Charles  Watfon  of  Carlide,  M.  D.)  of         1678 

and  Nutwood  in  this  county,  Gent.  B.  and  Sarah,  3d  daughter       July  14. 

Selby,  of  John  Selby,  and  relift  of  Roger  Hall,  both  of  Newby  in 

rel.  of  Hall,  this  parifh,  Efquires,  were  married  by  lycence. 

•  Cromwell  Regifter,  Middlesex. 

Herald,      John  (2d  fon  of  Sir  John  Herald  of  Rowland,  in  com.  Leic.         1699 
and  Knt.)  of  Oldburn  in  com.  Northumb.  Efq;  B.  .ind  Mary,      Oft.  20. 

Caine.       2d  da.  of  Roger  Caine  of  this  pariib,  Efq;  S.  were  married 
by  banns. 

N  Nutwood 
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Nutwood  Regifter,  Northumberland. 

Herald,       ]ohn  (zd  Ton  of  Sir  John  Herald  of  Rowland,  in  com.  Leic.  i/ox 

and  Knt.)  of  Oldburn  in  com.  Northumb.  Efq;  W.  and  Mart,      Oft.  lo, 

Watson,     eld.  da.  of  Roger  Watfon  of  this  parifli,  S.  were  married  by 
banns. 

BIRTHS    and    BAPTISMS. 
Cromwell  Regifter,  Middlesex. 

Baptilliis, 
Caine.         Mary,  2d  daughter  of  Roger  Caine  of  this  pariHi,  Efq;         1678 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife  (3d  daughter  of  Thomas  Fenwick  of      June  28. 
Oldburn,  in  com.  Northumb.)  was  born  12  June,  and  bapt. 
the  twenty-eighth  of  Md  month. 

Rowland  Regifter,  Leicestershire. 

Herald.      John,  2d  fon  of  Sir  John  Herald  of  this  parifli,  and  Jane         1680 
his  wife  (eldeft  dau,  of  Sir  James  Biland  of  Whitby,  Knt.)       June  2. 
was  born  1 4  May,  and  baptized  the  fecond  of  next  month 
following. 

Nutwood  Regifter,  Northumberland. 

Watson.     Mary,  daughter  of  Roger  Watfon  of  this  pnriili,  Gent.         1682 
and  Sarah  his  wife  (3d  daughter  of  John  Selby  of  Ncwby,       Sept.  i. 
in  the  parifh  of  Greenwood,  Efq;  and  relift  of  Roger  Hall 
of  Newby  aforefaid,  Efq;)  was  born  15  Auguft,  and  bapt, 
the  fiift  of  September  following. 

Oldburn  Regifter,  Northumberland. 

Herald.     James,  the  only  fon  of  John  Herald  of  this  pari/li,  Efq;         1700 
and  Mary  his  wife  (2d  dau.  of  Roger  Caine  of  Cromwell  in       Oft.  14. 
Midx.  Efq;)  was  born  14  Sept.  and  b;iptiied  the  fourteenth 
of  next  month  following. 
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Herald.      John,  fon  of  John  Herald  of  this  parilh,  Efq;  by  Mary         1 70  j 
his  2d  wife  (eldeA  dau.  of  Roger  Watfon  of  Nutwood       May  9. 
in  this  county,  Cent.)  was  born  12  April,  and  bapt, 
the  ninth  of  next  month  following. 


Berwick  Regifter. 

Herald.  Christmas,  only  daughter  of  Sir  John  Herald,  Knt. 
governor  of  this  town,  and  Mary  his  2d  wife  (eldeft 
dau.  of  Roger  Watfon  of  Nutwood,  in  com.  Northum. 
Gent.)  was  born  and  baptized  on  Chriftmas-day. 


1705 
Dec.  25. 


DEATHS     and     B  U  R  I  A  I.  S. 

Oldburn  Regifter,  Northumberland, 

Burials, 
Herald.      Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Herald  of  this  parlfh,  Efq;  1700 

{2d  dan.  of  Roger  Caine  of  Cromwell,  in  com.  Midx.       Sept.  20. 
Efq,)  died  15  Sept.  and  was  buried  the  twentieth. 


St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields  Regifter,  Westminster. 

Herald.     Mary,  2d  wife  of  Sir  John  Herald  of  Oldburn,  in         1710 
com.  Northum.  Knt.  (eldeft  dau.  of  Roger  Watfon  of      June  25. 
Nutwood,  in   faid  county,  Gent.)  died  20  June,  and 
was  buried  the  twenty-fifth  following. 

Berwick  Regifter. 

Herald.     Sir  John  Herald  of  Oldburn,  in  com.  Northumb.         1728 
Knt.  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot,  and  governor  of      May  23. 
this  town  (zd  fon  of  Sir  John  Herald)  died  20  May, 
and  was  buried  the  twenty-third  following. 

St. 
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St.  Patrick's  Regifter,  Dublin.' 

Herald.     James  Herald,  Efq;  (eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Joha  Herald,         173^ 
Knt.  late  governor  of  Benvick  upon  Tweed)  died  the      Dec.  3. 
28  th  day  of  November,  and  was  buried  the  third  of 
next  month  following  in  the  north  ifle. 

DoNMOORE  Regifter,  Essex. 

HERALD.     The  Rev,  John  Herald,  D.  D.  (2d  fon  of  Sir  John         1760 
Herald,  Knt.)  mafter  of  Chrill's  college,  Camb.  re(ftor       Jan.  a. 
of  this  church,  and  prebend  of  Lincoln,  See.  died  the 
28  th  day  of  December  Lift,  and  was  buried  this  fecond 
of  January  following. 

MONUMENTAL     INSCRIPTIONS. 

In  the  chancel  of  Oldburn  church  in  Northumberland, 

Here  lieth  the  body  of 

MARY, 

wife  of  John  Herald  of  this  parifli,  Efq; 

ad  daughter  of  Roger  Caine  of  Cromwell, 

in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  Efq; 

by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  3d  daughter  of  Thomas  Fenwick,  Efq; 

lord  of  this  manor. 

Slie  died  die  15th  day  of  September  1700, 

aged  22  years. 

She  left  IfTue  James,  her  only  fon, 
who  was  born  the  day  before  his  mother  died. 

In 
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In  tlie  chancel  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  Weftminftcr. 

To  the  memoiy  of 

Dame  MARY, 

2d  wife  of  Sir  John  Herald  of  Oldburn, 

in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  Knt. 

eldeft  daughter  of  Roger  Watson  of  Nutwood,  in  the  faid  county,  Gent, 

bf  Sarah  his  wife,  3d  daughter  of  JortN  SelB  y,  and  refifb  of  Roger  Hall, 

both  of  Newby  in  the  faid  county,  Efquires. 

She  departed  this  life  the  20th  day  of  June  17 10, 

in  the  28  th  year  of  her  age, 

leaving  iflue  John,  her  only  fon,  born  the  12th  day  of  April  1703,  and 

'Christmas,  her  only  daughter,  born  the  25th  day  of  December  1705. 

Entries  from  Parifh  Regifters,  or  Copies  of  monumental  In- 
fcriptions  as  here  fet  forth,  when  entered  with  pedigrees  in  the 
Heralds  Office,  will  anfwer  the  feveral  purpofes  required ;  but 
if  pedigrees  with  fuch  particulars  are  not  entered  in  the  He- 
ralds Office,  how  will  pofterity  be  able  to  deduce  the  courfe 
of  inheritance  ?  not  eafily  from  Church  Regifters  or  Wills, 
though  they  are  ever  fo  well  kept  or  preferved,  becaufe  they 
are  difperfed  in  fo  many,  perhaps  obfcure,  places  in  this  king- 
dom, and  fo  widely  diftant  from  one  another.  It  is  therefore 
evident,  from  the  frequent  inftances  of  the  difficulties,  trouble, 
and  great  expence  of  obtaining  a  certain  knowledge  of  wills, 
■and  of  the  places  where  people  have  been  born,  married,  bu- 
ried, or  regiftered,  whether  in  the  ellabliffied  church  or  other- 
wife,  that  it  is  highly  neceffary,  not  only  for  the  head  or  prin- 

O  cipal 


[     so     ] 

cipal  of  every  family,  but  alfo  the  younger  fons  or  daughters,, 
carefully  to  maintain  the  proofs  of  their  defcent,  as  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  eftates,  titles,  &c.  after  long  intermiffion  of  time,  by 
the  extin<Sion  of  the  former,  may  happen  to  revive  in  the 
latter. 

In  the  pedigree  reprefented  in  page  42,  beginning  with  Sir 
John  Herald  and  his  two  wives,  neither  Sir  John's,^nor  his 
wives  mothers  names  are  mentioned  ;  but  if  the  Reader  is  cu- 
rious to  trace  and  difcover  who  they  were,  let  him  examine 
the-  three  firft  Regifters  of  Marriages  and  the  three  firft  of 
Births  and  Baptisms,  in  p.  45,  4^,  and  there  be  will  find 
them,  and  the  tvvo  lafl;  Infcriptions  to  confirm  the  fapiej..  in 
the  following  manner  :- 


Caine. 


Fenwick.        Herald.       Biland.      Watson. 


Selbt. 


Ralph  Caine     Thomas  Fen-  Richard  He-     Sir  James  Charles       John  Selby 

raf  the   city   of'    wick  of  OIU-  RALDofYork,     BiLANDof  Watson. of      of  Newbyi  in 

Exeter,   Gent.       burn,  Efq;  Efq;  Whitby.  Carlilla,  M.  D.     Noithumber. 

Roger  Caine Elizabeth,  Sii-  John   He — Jane,  eld.  Roger  Wat-_-S'a  r  ah,    3J 


of  CTomwelJ,  in 
com.Midx.  2d 
fon,  mar.  at  St. 
John's  church  in 
Newcaltle  upon 
Tyne,  ji  June 
J763. 


3d  daughter  of    rald  of  Row- 
Thomas      Fen-     land,    in    com. 


wick     of    Old- 
burn,    in   com. 
Northumbeft- 
land,  Efqi 


Leic.  Km.  eld- 
eft  fon. 


dau.  of  Sir  SON  of  Nut- 
James  Bi-  wood,  in  com. 
land,  Knt.  Noithum.Gent. 
was  marri-  married  i<f  July 
ed  10  May  1678. 
1672. 


dan.  of  John 
Selby,Ef<juire 
rel.  of  Roger 
Hall  of  Ne\v- 
by,  Efquire. 


A. 


B. 


MARY  CAINE,=Sir  JOHN    HERALD,  Knt.rrMARY  WATSON, 


1 A  wife  of 
Sir  John  Herald. 


See  the  continuation  of  his  pe- 
digree, entered  in  page  4 


2d  wife  of 
Sir  John  Herald. 


n 


aving 
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Having  thus  far  confidered  the  different  methods  of  preferv- 
ing  a  remembrance  of  families,  and  having  particularly  (hewn 
the  manner  of  regiftering  pedigrees  in  the  Heralds  Offich:, 
it  may  not  be  amils  to  obierve,  that  the  Office  is  a  Bodv 
Corporate,    adting   under  a  charter  of  King  Richard  III; 
bearing  date  the  firfl  year  of  his  reign.     The  officers  are  un- 
der oath  for  the  juft  performance  of  their  duty :  they  gene- 
rally meet  in  the  office  on  the  firft  Thurfday  in  every  month, 
or  oftener,  if  required,  where  all  matters  relative  to  pedigrees 
and  arms  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  &c.  are  examined,  and 
if  found  properly  authenticated,    are  ordered  to  be  entered  j 
but  if  any  difficulty  fliould  arife,  the  matter  is  determined  by 
a  majority  of  voices  of  the  kings,  heralds,  &c.    I  mention  this 
to  fliew  that  neither  pedigrees  or  arms  can  be  entered  in  the 
Heralds  Office,  without  fufficient  proof,  and  every  thing  done 
in  due  form. 

But  to  refume  again  the  fuhjecfl  concerning  the  utility  of 
Parochial  Regifters,  I  would  recommend  in  every  entry  of  a 
marriage  fuch  particulars  as  are  fet  forth  in  that  for  Richard 
Mallett  of  Sutton  Mallet,  in  pages  7,  8,  and  alfo  accord- 
ing to  the  examples  in  p.  45,  4^  aforcfaid  ;  and  becaufe  the 
married  couple,  if  of  feparate  parifhcs,  feldom  fettle  at  the 
place  where  tlicy  are  married,  if  I  may  venture  to  offer  my 
opinion  to  higher  powers,  I  would  recommend  moft  humbly 
to  their  confidcration,  that  every  marriage  entered  in  church 

rcgifters  be  to  the  effedt  or  form  following : 

M  A  R- 
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MARRIAGES,     Anno  1690: 


Robert  Truman  of  Guildford,  in 
com.  Surrey,  Efq;  B.  eldeft  fon  and 
heir  of  Charles  Truman  of  Melton- 
Mowbray,  in  com.  Leic.  by  Sarah  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Browne  of 
Browne  Park,  in  com.  Northumber- 
land, Knt. 

Robert  Truman, 

\vere  married,  &c. 


Mary,  only  daughter  and  heir  of 
William  Lovely  of  Strenrtiam,  in 
com.  Wore.  S.  by  Anne  his  wife, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Stephen  Har- 
rington of  Harrowbridge,  in  com. 
Devon,  Efq; 

Marj  Lovely. 


MARRIAG  E  S,     Anno  1700. 
John  Banister  of  Woodbridge,  in  =  Mary,    2d  daughter  of  William 


com.  Suffolk,  mercer,  B.  eldeft  foa 
of  John  Banifter  of  Tetbury,  in  com. 
Oloc.  by  Ifabel  his  wife,  daughter  of 
William  Pool  of  Newbury,  in  com. 
Berks,  maifter. 


yoh?i  'Ba?iijler. 


Jones  of  Penfance,  in  com.  Cornwal, 
merchant,  S.  by  Mary  his  2d  wife, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Frampton  of 
Gunby,  in  com.  Line,  grazier, 

•  Mary  yo?ies. 


t church ~1         r banns  ~|      .  ,         .        ,  P  parents  ~l 
,       ,       by      ,.  with  confent  of  ,.        I 

chapel  J     ■'    LhcenceJ  LguardiansJ 


were  married  in  this    |    .       .1 

this  fourteenth  day  of  February  One  tlioufand  feven  hundred,  by  me 

SOLOMON    CHURCHMAN 
In  the  prefence  of  P"Reftor. 

James  Prudom, 


David  Watson. 


L  Vicar. 
Curate. 


] 


According 
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According  to  this  plan,  John  Banister  the  hufband,  and 
Marv  Jones  the  wife,  not  only  acknowledge  under  their 
hands  that  the  marriage  was  Uvijfully  folemnized  between  them, 
but  they  alfo  record  a  circumftantial  and  particular  account  of 
their  parents :  this  teftimony  is  the  more  to  be  regarded,  be- 
caufe  it  manifeftly  is  of  great  importance  to  all  families  to  have 
fiich  genealogical  accounts  tranfmittcd  to  them. 

I  would  further  recommend,  that  in  the  entries  of  all  Bap- 
tisms the  names  of  the  father  and  mother  of  the  child,  and 
alfo  the  name  of  the  mother's  father,  refidence,  degrees,  or 
occupations,  be  (ct  forth  in  like  manner  as  that  for  Edward 
the  fon  of  Sir  John  Clopton,  in  page  15,  and  the  examples  ia 
page  46  aforefaid,  and  then  every  entry  would  appear  to  this 
purport : 

BIRTHS     and     BAPTISMS. 

Banister.      John  Banister,  3d  fon  of  John  Banlfter  of  Wood-         170* 
bridge,  in  torn.  Suffolk,  mercer,  and  Mary  his  wife      Nov.  17. 
(2d  daughter  of  William   Jones   of   Penfance,    in 
com.  Cornv,  al,  merchant)  was  born  the  20th  day  of 
Oflober,  and  baptized  tlie  17th  day  of  the  next 
month  fallowir>g. 

Banister.     John  Banister,    4th   fon   of  John  Banifter  of        1709 
Woodbridge  aforcHud,  and  Mary  his  wife  (2d  daii.       Dec,  if. 
of  William  Jones  aforefaid)  was  born  the  20th  day 
of  November,  and  baptized  the  15th  of  the  next 
month  following. 

P  The 
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The  fame  particulars  ftiould  be  obferved  as  much-  as  poffible 
in  the  entries  of  Burials  j  and  as  to  thofe  of  adults,  the- 
addition  of  hufband,  wife,  widower,  widow,  and  of  whom, 
bachelor,  or  fpinfter ;  and  as  to  men,  their  rank  or  employ- 
ment in  life,  and  from  what  parilli  they  are  buried,  might 
have  its  ufe.  It  would  be  proper  to  exprefs  whether  it  be  the 
firfl,  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  child  of  A.  and  B.  If  the  per- 
fon  be  a  parent,  it  would  be  alio  proper  to  exprefs  it  thus;, 
that  Thomas  A.  was  buried,  who  married  Anne  B.  or,  Anne 
B.  was  buried,  who  married  Thomas  A.  In  fliort,  every  me- 
thod fliould  be  pradifed  to  identify  the  perfon  regiftered  :  the 
minifter  may  hereby  indeed  be  fubjefted  to  a  little  more  trou- 
ble ;  but  as  Property  and  Inheritance  will  be  better  fecured, 
and  as  this  is  of  the  laft  confequence,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  the 
parties  will  add  fomething  to  the  ufual  fee. 

If  Parifli  Regifters  were  enriched  in  every  entry  with  thefe 
and  the  like  particulars,  every  regiftdr  would  then  exhibit  a 
general  hiftory  of  its  feveral  parifliioners ;  pedigrees,  titles  to 
arms,  to  privileges,  to  eftates,  would  be  traced  with  greater 
exadnefs,  and  a  multitude  of  difcoveries  made,  which,  for 
want  of  fuch  particulars,  are  now  for  the  moft  part  rendered 
egregioufly  vague  and  uncertain ;  fuppofing,  for  inflance,  John 
Banister  to  have  two  or  more  brothers,  called  alfo  John, 
who  might  all  marry  (fuch  inftances  we  have  particularly  in 
the  family  of  Wright  of  Kilvedon  Hall  in  Effex,  as  may  be 
5  fcen 
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feen  in  the  vifitatlon  for  that  county  in  tlie  Heralds  Offica, 
C.  21.  p.  lo,  *)  and  fome  of  their  wives  names  might  be 
Mary,  and  their  fons  called  John  ;  or  the  firft-mentioned 
John  might  have  a  fecond  wife,  whofe  name  might  alfo  be 
Mary  :  but  now,  moll  likely,  there  can  be  but  one  Mary, 
daughter  of  William  Jones,  whereby  the  defcendents  of  the 
faid  John  by  that  wife  will  be  fufficiently  enabled  to  afcertain 
their  defcent  from  John,  and  in  default  of  heirs  male  of  Wil- 
liam Jones,  to  claim  title  alio  to  inheritance,  and  to  arms  to  be 
borne  quarterly,  &c.  &c. 

That  fcandalous  abufe  of  all  good  order,  fo  long  connived 
at,  of  celebrating  Marriages  in  the  Fleet,  will  always  be  a  re- 
fledtion  upon  Englifh  liberty,  and  pofterity  mull  fooner  or  later 
rue  the  confequences  :  for  if  the  Regifters  of  fuch  irregular 
marriages  fliould  chance  to  be  preferved,  yet,  if  produced  by 


'JOHN    WI 
Kllvcdon  Hall, 

1^ 

U 
in 

>1 

G  H  T    of 
com.  Effex. 

1 
John  Wright, 

jd  fon. 

John  Wright  of 
Wiight't  Bridge. 

1 
John  Wright, 

eldeft  foil. 

John  Wright 
of  Kilvcdon. 

1 
Robert  Wright, 

zd  Ton. 

1 

John  Wright  of 

Brook-ftrcet. 

1 
John  Wright, 

4.th  fon,  married, 

and  liad  ilfue. 

way 
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way  of  evidence  in  courts  of  judicature,  of  what  authority  can 
they  be  for  legal  proof,  when  they  themfelves  are  illegal, 
and  efpecially  as  thofe  who  kept  them,  being  under  no  man- 
ner of  check  from  any  fuperior,  might  (and  probably  they 
often  did)  make  alterations  or  erafures  in  their  faid  Regifl:ers, 
or  antedate  or  port-date  them  as  they  fliould  be  bribed  fo 
to  do  ? 

The  provifion  made  in  the  late  marriage-ad,  obliging  the 
parties  to  be  married  in  the  parifh  church  where  one  of  them 
is  a  paridiioner,  with  the  atteftation  of  two  witnefles  befides 
the  minifter,  is  certainly  excellent,  fince  thereby  the  place  and 
proof  of  the  marriage  can  in  after-times  be  more  readily  afcer- 
tained  ;  yet  is  the  good  purport  of  this  claufe  fcandaloufly 
evaded  by  perfons  removing  from  one  county  or  place,  and 
taking  lodgings  to  make  themfelves  parifliioners  for  a  month 
only  in  another,  thereby  concealing  their  true  parifli  and  eftab- 
lidied  refidencc,  which  of  courfe  muft  render  the  marriage 
more  obfcure  and  dubious  than  ever :  but  as  the  late  marriage- 
adl  is  now  under  confideration  of  higher  powers,  I  fhall  de- 
cline what  I  intended  to  fay  further  on  this  point. 

The  utility  of  fuch  minute  entries,  exemplified  aforefaid,  in 
Parochial  Regiflers,  having  been  thus  far  confidered,  one  may 
reafonably  hope  that  a  caution  would  be  altogether  needlefs 
about  the  religions  confervation  of.  them, 

That 
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That  Rcgiftcrs  were  from  their  iirfl:  inftltution  deemed  of 
very  iingular  hnportance  to  the  nation  in  general,  maybe  col- 
lected from  the  care  the  Legiflature  have  from  time  to  time 
taken  about  them.  The  canon  of  King  James  I.  gives  thefe 
diredlions,  with  penalties  of  a  ipuld:  on  failure  of  obfervance ; 
"  The  regiftcr  lliall  be  kept  in  the  church  in  a  coffer  with 
"  three  keys,  for  the  minifler  and  each  of  the  churchwardens; 
"  and  that  on  the  Sunday  the  minifler,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
"  churchwardens,  fliall  make  the  entries  of  the  week  before; 
"  to  every  page  (when  filled)  they  fliall  all  fubfcribe  their 
"  names :  and  the  churchwardens  fhall  every  year  tranfmit  a 
"  copy  thereof  to  the  bifhop's  regiftry." 

The  Parliament  alfo  have  thought  the  care  of  Regiflers 
worthy  their  particular  notice  ;  and  accordingly  by  an  adl  of 
5"  and  70  of  King  William  III.  "  The  minifler  negleding  to 
"  make  the  proper  entries  in  the  parochial  regifler  fliall  forfeit 
"  the  fum  of  One  hundred  Pounds." 

And  notwithftanding  thefe  falutary  laws  with  regard  to  pa- 
rochial regiflers,  it  is  really  amazing  to  fee,  in  many  places, 
how  very  little  care  is  taken  about  them,  while  fome  of  the 
clergy  leave  them  altogether  to  the  clerk  of  the  parifli,  for 
him  to  make  the  entries,  who  is  frequently  fo  ignorant  of  his 
mother-tongue  as  not  to  be  able  to  fpcU  either  Chriftian  or 
Surnames ;  or  whofe  entries,  for  want  of  many  ncceffary  par- 

Q  ticulars. 
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ticulars,  render  the  perfons  thus  entered  as  unknown  to  tlie 
next  generation  as  if  they  had  never  exifted. 

That  very  Regifter  which  I  fiift  mentioned  for  its  inftruftive 
articles  in  the  entry  of  its  marriages,  by  being  afterwards  put 
under  the  care  of  a  conceited  clerk,  who  was  a  ftranger  to 
the  parifli,  is  become  for  the  time  altogether  as  unintelligible j 
for  here,  as  well  as  in  other  regifters,  perfons'  are  married 
without  fpecifying  their  pariflies ;  infants  are  baptized  without 
the  leafl:  mention  of  their  parents ;  and  fo  likewife  in  the 
burials ;  viz. 

MARRIAGES. 

George  Allen  and  Alice  Mouk. 
Ellen  Rowland  and  Thomas  Woodhouse. 

BAPTISMS. 

William  Cock,  ciifand.  An  infant  crifand. 

Thomas  Tuckwell,  fon  of  Adam  Clark,  was  bom  the  20th  of  June  1722. 
He  ftands  regifleied  fourteen  days  before  that  time ;  befides  Adam  Clark  was 
not  the  father,  but  the  godfather. 

John  Bostock,  fon  of  the  Rev.  William  and  Anne  of in  the  county 

of was  born  in  the  year  17 10.     He  alfo  Itinds  regiHered  a  confiderable 

time  before  he  was  born. 

.BURIALS. 

A  Chilli  o/Zii^OAj.  of-  XfoyfhMfylx^l'*'!^ 

Thomas  Rawling's  wife.  Dr.  Johnson's  lady. 

Dorothy  Giffard's  daughter.  Old  Father  Beadle. 

A  prentice  of  Mr.  Sliford.  Old  Father  Eritage. 

ct  fiitfrfc-  cfii'U.  ^    d  J^^ntion^  C/i.'ltl ,   a.  J-irtJcrtu^        Good 
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Good  wife  CooDAtL.  Old  good  wife  Lewes; 

Old  Mother  PoMMELL.  Black  John. 

Mother  Studdy.  Farmer  Browne. 

Gammer  Smith.  Tipling  Tomlinson, 

The  widow  Michel L,  from  the  Ames  H.  (alms-houfe). 
An  oul  man  from  the  W.  H.  (work-houfe). 

Certainly  many  of  the  above  are  no  other  than  nick-names. 
What' different  ufage  I  have  frequently  found  in  one  and  the 
fame  regifter !  and  I  choofc  to  inftance  particularly  herein  as  a 
caution,  with  fubmiffion,  to  all  miniflers  officiating,  to  make 
the  entries  of  marriages,  baptifms,  and  burials  themfelves,  and 
never  truft  fo  facred  a  dcpofitum,  as  is  too  often  the  cafe,  to 
the  blunders  of  an  illiterate  clerk,  which  is  thus,  and  in  many 
other  inftances,  fubjefted  to  abufe. 

A  gentleman  having  prepared  himfelf  to  embark  for  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  being  of  age,  proceeded  to  fettle  an  affair 
which  could  not  be  done  before  j  and  as  the  nature  of  it  was 
fuch,  that  a  proof  of  his  age  was  required  by  a  certificate  from 
the  parifli  regifter,  he  had  recourfe  thereto,  and  found  that  he 
flood  regiftered  about  two  years  after  the  time  that  he  was 
baptized  ;  which  unlucky  circumftance  prevented  his  going 
abroad,  and  proved  a  great  difappointment  to  him. 

Another  gentleman  died,  and  left  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money  in  the  funds ;  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  claimed  as 

next 
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next  of  kin ;  but  as  it  was  neceffary  to  prove  his  death  and 
burial  prior  to  the  recovery,  had  recourfe  to  the  parlfh  re- 
gifter,  where  indeed  they  found  the  Surname  was  entered,  but 
the  Chriftian  name  was  that  of  a  Woman,  inftead  of  a  Man, 
which,  though  no  more  than  a  miftake,  occafioned  fome  trou- 
ble and  expence  to  the  parties  concerned. 

A  natural  daughter,  born  in  a  certain  parifli,  had  5000 1. 
left  her,  to  be  paid  when  flie  was  of  age  ;  previous  to  receiv- 
ing her  legacy  a  certificate  of  her  age  or  baptifm  from  the 
church  regifter  was  required  ;  to  which  fhe  had  recourfe,  but 
in  vain ;  for,  after  the  ftrideft  examination,  no  entry  of  her 
name  could  be  found,  notwithftanding  flie  was  well  ailiired 
fhe  was  baptized  in  the  church,  which,  luckily  for  her,  was 
proved  by  feveral  living  witnefles.  The  like  omilTion  by  ac- 
cident might  have  happened  in  any  other  parifli ;  but  as  this 
particular  circumftance  opened  a  difcovery  of  many  more  omif- 
fions  in  the  fame  regifler,  I  have  thought  proper  to  mention  it, 
as  the  difficulties  refulting  from  fuch  miflakes  are  numberlefs. 

I  had  once  occafion  to  confult  the  regifter  of in  the 

county  of when  I  was  diredled  to  the  cottage  of  a  poor 

labouring  man,  as  clerk  of  the  parifli ;  he  not  being  at  home, 
I  informed  the  children  of  what  I  wanted  ;  upon  which  they 
pulled  out  the  drawer  of  an  old  table,  where,  among  much 
rubbifli  of  rufty  iron,  &c.  I  found  the  regifter  greatly  injured, 
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by  the  handling,  perhaps,  of  his  children,  &c.  and  had  any 
one  an  intereft  therein,  might  have  either  altered  or  carried  it 
off  without  difcovery. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  another  yet  more  flagrant  inflance 

of  abufe  concerning  the  regiiler  of  the  parifh  of in  the 

county  of that  the  clerk  being  a  taylor,  and  keeper  of 

the  regifters  (according  to  common  report  in  the  parifli)  fo 
often  as  he  wanted  flips  of  parchment  for  meafures,  made  no 
fcruple  to  cut  out  of  the  old  written  regifter  fixteen  leaves,  and 
fomething  more,  for  that  purpofe.  The  regifter  was  a  large 
folio,  and  appears  formerly  to  have  confifted  of  eighteen 
leav6s ;  there  lately  remained  but  one  whole  leaf  and  two 
bits,  containing  entries  from  the  year  1633  to  1639,  and  fome 
odd  dates  from  that  time  to  1 645. 

But  now  of  fuch  efliential  notices,  if  once  loft,  how  are  they 
ever  to  be  recovered  ?  ybu  will  fay,  from  the  regifter  of  the 
bifliop  of  the  diocefe,  whither  extradls  from  every  parifli  re- 
gifter are,  or  fliould  be,  annually  fent  to  be  fafely  dcpofited. 
But  what  if  here  alfo  fliould  be  found  negledl  ?  and  fuch  as 
muft  neceflarily  tend  to  the  fctting  afide  the  above  canon  (and 
virtually  alfo  the  aft  of  parliament)  in  not  properly  fecuring 
fuch  cxtrafts  from  the  injuries  of  time,  or  other  accidents. 

R  Of 
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Of  the  above  inftances  of  neglefl  I  was  feme  time  fince  an 

eye-witnefs  in  the  cathedral  church  of Under  a  ftair- 

•  cafe  in  a  place  on  the  north  fide  of  the  north  ifle,  upon  the 
damp  ground  without  the  fecurity  of  a  door,  free  for  any  one 
to  go  to,  I  found  a  promifcuous  heap  of  extradls  of  regifters» 
feme  very  fairly  tranfcribed,  from  the  different  parifhes  of  the 
diocefs  :  thefe,  by  reafon  of  the  damps,  were  expofed  to  de- 
predations equally  as  deftruilive  as  thofe  faid  to  be  committed 
by  the  taylor  ;  and  probably  are,  if  not  fince  removed  to  fome 
fecurer  place,  either  loft  or  become  illegible. 

But  the  neceflity  of  a  religious  confervation  of  thefe  extrads 
arifes  not  merely  by  way  of  evidence,  in  cafe  the  original  (hould 
be  loft,  but  alfo  in  cafe  of  forgery  in  thofe  originals,  either 
by  interpolations  or  erafures,  or  the  like ;  for  as  thefe  extracts 
are  to  be  made  annually,  and  fent  to  the  faid  regiftry,  any  ap- 
peal to  them,  when  properly  preferved,  will  be  the  ready  means 
for  detedion  of  fuch  forgery,  by  giving  the  entry  exadly  as  it 
ftood  in  the  original. 


'a' 


And  fuch  an  appeal  I  remember  was  once  made  to  the  re- 
giftry of  the  bidiop  of  Sarum,  upon  fufpicion  that  a  certain 
parifli  regifter  in  that  diocefe  had  been  falfiiied ;  but  how  or 
in  what  manner  was  not  to  be  difcovered  from  the  regifter  it- 
felf ;  when  upon  examination  of  the  extradl  thus  appealed  to, 
and  readily  produced,  the  whole  fraud,  was  laid  open ;  for  by 

comparing 
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comparing  the  copy  with  the  original  it  plainly  appeared  that 
the  true  name,  regularly  entered  in  its  proper  place,  had  been 
quite  altered  to  another  by  an  erafure  of  two  letters  in  the 
middle,  and  inferting  upon  that  erafure  three  other  different 
letters  in  their  room  ;  and  then  by  entering  the  firft  name 
under  a  date  of  more  than  two  years  later,  in  order  to  prevent 
fuperannuation  for  a  fcholarfliip  in  one  of  our  univerfities : 
but  the  detedion  of  the  fraud  proved  the  lofs  of  the  fcholar- 
fliip, and  the  immediate  junior  fucceeded,  who  otherwife  in 
courfe  muft  have  been  fuperannuated.  But  I  muft  obferve, 
however,  that  during  this  forgery  the  regifter  was  in  the  clerk's 
cuflody :  but  quxre,  in  cafe  of  forgeries  fubfequent  to  this, 
who  will  be  moll  to  blame,  the  clerk,  or  his  principal  ? 

Let  us  here  again  obferve  that  the  value  of  regifters,  and 
confequently  of  fuch  extra(!ts  from  them,  is  of  late  very  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  difcontinuance  of  vifitations  in  the  feveral 
counties  of  England  by  the  officers  of  arms;  for  in  fuch  vifi-* 
tations  the  nobility  and  gentry  did  enter  their  feveral  lineal 
and  collateral  defcents,  and  thereby  did  connecft  themfelves 
with  their  firfl:  recorded  anceftor :  from  this  care  and  prudence 
of  our  anceftors  a  good  extradlion  is  tranfmitted  to  their  pofte- 
rity.  That  this  is  a  real  fortune  abroad,  every  one  knows  who 
has  travelled  into  Germany  or  France  ;  and  alfo  that  no  perfoa 
in  thofe  countries,  however  rich,  can  enjoy  any  honourable 
pofl:  or  employment  unlefs  he  can  fliew  proof  of  a  good  de- 
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fcent  J  qualifications  for  fcholarfliips,  &c.  at  home  ;  comman- 
dries,  and  orders  ecclefiaflical,  civil,  and  military  abroad,  &c. 

But  although  fuch  entries  are  flill  regularly  made  in  the  He- 
ralds Office  by  many  cautious  perfons,  for  the  fake  of  their 
pofterity  (the  expence  attending  fuch  entries  being  very  incon- 
fiderable)  yet  becaufe  it  is  not  done  fo  generally  as  it  ought, 
recourfe  muft  now  frequently  be  had  for  defcents,  for  legiti- 
macy, for  privileges,  &c.  to  thefe  parochial  regifters  and  the 
extradts  from  them. 

It  was  but  lately  at  the  affize  at  Newcaftle  uponTyne,  that 
Mr.  Gillam,  near  Rumford  in  Effex,  proved  himfelf  the  right- 
ful heir  to  an  eftate  in  Northumberland  to  the  value  of  about 
40  or  50,000  1.  The  eflates  in  fufpenfe,  or  which  were  lately 
fo  for  want  of  heirs,  of  the  family  of  Stote  of  Jefmond  in 
Northumberland  j  alfo  that  of  Barnesley  of  Barnefley  Hall 
in  Worcefterfliire,  and  feveral  others,  arc  recent  inftances  of 
the  value  of  Regifters,  and  of  the  utility  that  may  arife  to  the 
community  from  them  when  corredl,  and  carefully  preferved. 

This  utility  is  prefTed  the  ftronger  on  my  mind  from  the  la- 
bour and  difficulty  my  worthy  acquaintance  Mr.  Stevens 
ToTTON  underwent  for  fome  years  in  a  caufe  *  finally  concluded 
in  Michaelmas  Term  laft ;  wherein  he  had  the  pedigree  of  a 

*  JefTon  and  Wither  verfus  Brewer. 
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family  of  fome  confequence  to  prove ;  and  though  he  wa^s 
not  under  a  necefTity  of  going  further  back  for  a  common  an- 
ceflor  than  the  year  i^po,  yet  by  means  of  erafures  in  fome 
regifters,  and  bad  writing  in  others  j  fome  being  torn  in  pieces 
and  appropriated  to  various  ufes  j  others  kept  in  damp  places 
and  fuffered  to  moulder  away,  &c.  his  difficulties  were  ama- 
zing, and  muft;  have  been  unfurmountable,  had  he  not  exer- 
cifed  an  uncommon  degree  of  patience  and  perfeverance.  He 
had  recourfe  to  almofl;  every  record  office  in  the  kingdom,  and 
was  obliged  to  be  at  a  very  great  expence,  chiefly  owing  to 
defedts  in  the  regiflersj  which  expence  would  have  been 
faved,  if  the  parochial  regifters  had  been  properly  kept. 

When  at  any  time  a  minifter  is  deiired  to  confult  the  re- 
gifter  for  a  parochial  name,  and  that  name  occurs  not,  the 
miniftcr  fhould  certify  in  fome  fuch  form  as  this;  I  have  con- 
fulted  the  Regtjler,  and  cannot  Jindy  in  or  about  the  time  men- 
tioned, the  name  required.  The  rcafon  of  this  caution  arifes 
from  a  recent  fa6t ;  the  minifter  of  a  certain  parifli  was  defired 
to  confult  his  regifter  for  a  certain  name  about  a  given  time ; 
he  anfwered  by  letter  under  his  own  hand,  that  no  fuch  name 
could  be  found  :  he  was  defired  a  fecond  time  to  confult  his 
regifter,  the  fame  anfwer  was  returned.  Some  time  after  a 
perfon  accidentally  looked  into  the  regifter,  and  found  what 
was  required.  The  truth  was,  the  minifter  had  never  exa* 
mined  the  regifter,  but  had  left  it  to  the  care  of  his  clerk, 

who  was  more  than  half  blind. 
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As  a  mark  of  cfteem  particularly  due  to  the  care  of  another 
minlfter,  upon  an  application  like  the  preceding,  I  Avail  take 
the  liberty  to  give  an  extradl  from  his  own  letter : 

After  giving  an  account  of  the  fearches  he  had  made  in  his 
regifter,  and  lamenting  the  lofs  of  ancient  monuments,  which 
he  imagined  were  all  deftroyed  when  the  old  church  was 
pulled  down  in  order  to  be  rebuilt;  "  I  fearched  (fays  he) 
■"  through  a  period  of  fifty  years,  before  I  could  find  any  thing 
"  at  all  to  the  purpofe,  through  pages  fo  wretchedly  written, 
"  that  they  put  me  in  mind  of  the  obfcure  hand  in  Queen's 
"  college  library,  Oxford,  which  neither  native  nor  foreigner 
"  hath  ever  yet  been,  able  to  read :  this  tafk  cofl:  me  two 
"  days  hard  fludy  in  fpelling  oiit  the  dates  and  names  as  1 
"  went  along,  which  I  hope  are  difcoveries  anfwerable  to  your 
"  wifhes  and  expe<5lations ;  but  if  there  be  any  miflakes,  blame 
"  not  me,  but  my  predeceffors>  for  the  above  are  true  copies 
*•  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge."  That  refped  which  is  due 
to  this  gentleman's  attention^  would  not  permit  me  to  pafs  it 
over  in  iilence. 

Before  I  conclude  this  difcourfe  on  Regifters,  I  cannot  hdp 
taking  notice  of  and  commending  the  good  old  cuflom  which 
ftill  prevails  in  many  parts  of  England,  of  entering  marriages, 
births,  and  burials  in  family  Bibles,  Prayer-books,  &c.  but  as 
entries  made  therein  are  feldom  fo  fully  exprelTed  as  they  fliould 
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be,  I  will  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  curious  reader  to  fee 
that  memorial  which  Mr.  Guthrie  has  introduced  in  his  Englifh 
Peerage,  p.  304,  from  one  drawn  up  by  Sir  William  Caven- 
difh  for  himfelf,  his  three  wives,  and  fixteen  children  ;  and 
after  Sir  William's  death  figned  by  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Hard- 
wick  his  widow,  as  orie  of  the  moft  remarkable  examples  of 
its  kind,  and  as  a  better  can  hardly  be  given. 

To  this  colledion  of  examples  concerning  Regifters  the 
matriculation  books  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  claim  particu- 
lar notice  :  having  occafion  fome  time  ago  to  examine  the  date 
of  a  young  gentleman's  entry  in  that  univerfity,  I  was  fur- 
prized  and  pleafcd  to  find  the  great  exaiflnefs  with  which  fuch 
entries  are  miade  j  for  not  only  the  day  and  year  of  the  entry, 
but  alfo  the  age  of  the  young  gentleman,  and  the  Chriftian 
name  and  refidence  of  the  father  were  fpecified,  and  alfo  whe- 
ther he  was  the  elder  or  younger  fon.  I  make  no  doubt  but 
the  fame  exadlnefs  is  obfervcd  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

And  that  I  mrfy  not  pafs  over  any  thing  that  has  the  lead 
tendency  to  preferve  the  memoiy  of  families,  I  (hall  introduce 
a  few  fepulchral  Inferiptions,  taken  during  my  refidence  in 
Flanders,  Holland,  &c.  to  (hew  how  ufual  it  is,  even  among 
the  common  people  of  thofe  parts,  to  give  the  Surnames  of 
their  wives  on  tomb-ftones,  to  which  very  few  In  England  at- 
tend. 

MAES- 
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M  A  E  S  T  R  I  C  H  T. 

In  the  church  of  our  Lady, 

M.  S. 

Viduae,  Clientes,  Pauperes,  Gives,  Forum, 
Aftrasa,  Sophia,  Hiftoria,  Mufarum  chori 
Nequiere  morti  eripere  Galenum  fuum. 
Sic  nempe  cautum  eft,  omnibus  reftat  mori, 
Sed  vita  juftis  redditur,  malis  peiit. 

JACOBO  GALE  NO  fibiq;  ANGELA  GREEFTIA,  ut  pridera 
tori,  iic  tande  tumuli  confers  R,  C.  Obiere  ille  an.  Chiiftiano  CIOIDCXXIL 
xii  kal.  Feb.    Ha:c  ClOIDC  .  .  . 

ANTWERP. 
In  the  church  of  our  Lady. 

CHRISTOPHORO    PLANTING, 

Turoncnfi  civi  &  incolae  Antverpiano 

Architypographo  Reglo, 

Pietate,  Prudentia,  acrimonia  ingenii  magna, 

Conftantia  &  Labore  maximo, 

cujus  tnduftrta  atquc  opera 

infinita  opera,  Vetera,  nova, 

magno  &  hujus,  &  futuri  feculi  bono 

in  lucem  prodierunt. 

|OAN   RIVIERA  conjux  &  lib.  haeredefque, 

ilia  Optimo  viro,  hi  parent! 

moefti  pofuernnt. 

To  qui  traniis  &  haec  legis,  bonis  manibus 

bene  precare. 

Vixit  annos  LXXV.  defiit  hie  vivere 

kalcnd.  quinailibus  ao  ChriAi  CIO- 10.  XXCIX. 
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D.  O.  M. 

LEONARDUS     VERMOELEN,    Eleemofinarius 

&  MARIA   VAN    ROOSENDAEL  conjux. 

Obiit  ille  20.  Junuaiii  1703. 

Ilia  vero  i.  Deccmbiis  1708. 

In  the  church  of  St.  Michael. 

PHILIPPORUBENIOI.  C. 

Johannls  Civis  &  Senatoris  Antvcrpiae  Fil. 

magni  Lipsii  difcipulo  &  alumno, 

cujus  Doftrinam  pocnc  adecutiis 

Modeftiam  feliciter  adjequavi: 

Bruxellae  prsefidi  Richardoto 

Romae  Afcanio  Cardinal!  Columnac 

ab  Epiftolis  &  Studiis 

S.  P.  Q^  Antverpicnfi  a  fccretis 

Abiit,  non  oblit,  virtu te,  &  fcriptis  fibi  fuperflcs 

V  kal.  Septemb.  anno  Chrifti  CID  DC  XL.  J£.  XXXIIX. 

Marito  bene  merenti  Maria  de  Moy. 

Duilm  ex  illo  Liberorum  Clarke  &  Philippi  mater 

Propter  illius  ejufque  matris  Marine  Pypelincx 

Sepulchrum,  hoc  maeroris,  &  amoris  fui 

Monumentum  P.  C. 

Philippos  RuBENius  Philippi  F.  J.  C, 

Huic  urbi  a  fecretls,  &  fenator  deccflit 

V  Oftobris  1^78.  cctatis  67. 

D.  O.  M.  S. 
MARIj?;  PIPELINCI^  pmdcntifs.  leftlfs.  ftjeminx,  quae  matrimonio 
junfla  fuit  JOANNI  RUBENIO  J.  C.  &  fenatori  Antverpienfi,  coque  or- 
bata  viduitatera  ad  diem  fati  per  annos  xxii.  religiofe  coluit,  Phiuppus  & 

T  Petb.i)s 


[     7=-     3 


Petrus  Paulus  RoBENii  cum  nepotibus  e  filia  Blandina,  pix  matri  & 
B.  M.  F.  VJxit  annos  LXX.  M.  VI.  D.  XXIX.  obiit  XIV.  kal.Novemb. 
CID'  IDC.  VIH. 

In  the  church  of  St.  James. 

ALBERTUS     RUBENIUS    Petri  Pauli  Fil.. 
Regi.  Cathol.  ia  fancliore  confilio 

a  fecretis  hie  fitus  eft. 

Qui  Politioris  omnis  Litteraturae, 

Hlftoriffi,  Greciae  et  Roman?e,  reique 

Antiquarias  cognitione  nemini  cedens. 

Honoris  medio  in  curfu  deceffit 

An.  Sa!.  M-  DC.  LVII.  kal.  Oft.  seta.  XLIIL 

D.  Clara  del  Monte 

Mariti  charifliml  defiderio  segra 

vlxque  elapfo  menfe  ipfum  fecuta, 

fiicro  perpetuo  in  lioc  facello  pie 

fundata  obUt  XXV  Novemb.  M.  DC.  LVH.. 

^tat.  XXXIX. 

D.  O.  M. 
DANIELIS  FORMENT  &  CLAR^  STAPPAERT  conjugum, 
obiit  haec  20  Januarij  1639.     llle  vero  3  Junii  1643. 

Hier  leet  begraeven  JoufFrouw  ANNA  LO M  M  E  L I  NO,  weduwe  Wylen 
Bartholomeus  Geribaldi,  doghter  van  Bernardo  Lommehno,  Ge- 
nevois,  fterft  161 2,  10  Januarij. 

Resurrectioni  Sacrum 

PETRUS    ROBYNS  &  BARBARA  de  WINDELE, 

conjuges,  quos  fmgularis  amor  &  concordia  conjunxit,  hoc  condi  tumnlo  voluere. 

0  beat.im  mutui  amoris  conftantiam  !     CID  ID  CXIII. 

N  A  M  U  R. 
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N  A  M  U  R. 

In  the  church  of  St.  John. 

Icy  glA  Madame  ANNE  CATH.  d'BRUMAIGNE  efpoufe  d' Walter 
Philippe  d'  Colyear,  Gen'  d'lufanterie.  Colonel  d'un  Regiment  de  Infan- 
terie  EcofToife  au  fervice  de  leurs  Hautes  Puidlinces  les  Etats  Generaux  des  Pro- 
vinces Unies,  Governeur  de  leur  part  de  la  ville  ct  du  chateau  du  Namiir,  h- 
quelle  trcfpafTa  le  lo  Septembre,  I'an  1738, 

AMSTERDAM. 

Hicr  leyt  begraven  het  lighaam  van  JufFrouwe  MARIA  W  E  M  E  L  L, 
Huyfvrouwe  van  de  Heir  Jan  Vanacre,  bronwer  tot  Haarlem,  en  dogtcr  van 
de  Heir  Jacobus  Wemell,  koopman  tot  Dort,  by  zyn  Huyfvrouwe  Maria 
BiRNE,  dogter  van  de  Heir  Robert  Birne  tot  Corke  in  Ireland.  Geftorven 
op  den  25  May  1690,  oud  28  Jaaren. 

To  thefe  foreign  infcriptions  I  will  fubjoin  a  few  which  I 
tranfcribed  at 

EDINBURGH. 
In  the  Gray  Fryers  church-yard. 

Memoriae  chari/fimre  fux  conjugis  CATHERINE  TOD  quo:  deceflit  27 
Januarij  1679,  monumentum  hoc  extrui  curavit  maritus  fuperftes  Walterus 
Cheislie  de  Dairy  mercator  ct  civis  Edinburgenfis. 

Memoriae  charifTimae  conjugis  ELIZABETH^E  PAT  ON  Joannes  Cun- 
ningham ad  Enterkin  facraj  regiae  majcftati  &  ad  ipfius  fignetum  fcriba  monu- 
mentum hoc  extruendum  curavit. 

Hie  jacet  ANNA  RAYE  uxor  Johannis  Carstairs,  femina  leftiffima, 
quae  conjugi  chariiTima  vixit,  &  magno  omnium  bonorum  lu<^u  &  dcfiderio 
morte  imaaaiura  piaerepta  eft  anno  Dom.  1632,  mcnfis  Julij  14,  ^tatis  vcro  29. 

Hie 
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Hicjacent  exuvte  ALEXANDRI  BETHUNEde  LonghirdmondAon, 
(igneto  regio  fciibs ;  ex  prifca  &  piasclaia  familia  de  Balfour  oitum  habentis. 
Vir  erat  prudentia,  pietate  &  induftria  baud  leviter  imbutus.  Ex  uxore  fua 
Marjorana  Kennedie,  cum  qua  triginta  annos  conjuinTliffime  vixit  nume- 
lofam  fobolem  fufcepit.     Ob.  9.  Novembiis  1672,  JEt.  fux  ^j. 

In  Holy  Rood  House  church-yard. 

Memorix  dileaiffimi  conj ugis  JOANNIS  PATERSONI,  qui  eum  fuavif- 
fimo  mairimonii  vinculo  35  plus  minus  annos  tranfegi/Tet ;  &  aliquoties  Balivi 
munere  in  vico  Canongate  fundus  elTet ;  obiit  anno  Chrifli  1663,  April  23. 
iEtatis  63.   Amoris  &  officij  ergo,  monumentum  hoc  dicavit  Agneta  Lyell. 

L  E  I  T  H,  &c. 

HerelyethMARION   MAC  KYNE,   fpoufe  to  John  Watson,  &c. 

Here  reds  the  corps  of  MICHAEL    BAKER,  &c.   &c.    and  ELIZA- 
BETH WRIGHT  his  fpoufe,  who  departed  this  life,  &c. 

Here  lyes  THOMAS   HALL,  &c.    and  JANE    HORN  his  wife,  &c. 

Here  lyes  MARGARET  BOTHWICK,  fpoufe  to  Thomas  Zeman,  &c. 

To  the  memory  of  BETHIA  MURRAY,  fpoufe  to  Hugh  Mosman,  Src. 

By  thefe  examples  we  fee  how  exa£l  and  particular  people 
abroad  are,  as  well  as  in  Scotland,  to  maintain  the  true  courfe 
of  inheritance,  by  infcribng  on  monuments  or  grave-ftones  the 
Surnames  of  their  wives ;  for  the  like  reafons  we  fhould  ne- 
ver omit  to  perpetuate  the  fame  here,  as  thereby  infcriptions 
would  certainly  be  more  ufeful  to  pofterity;  for  the  monu- 
ments of  the  dead  would  then  maintain  the  pedigrees  of  the 
Jiving. 

-  J.  Upon 
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Upon  this  occafion  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  a  great 
impropriety  which  generally  prevails  in  England.  Hovv  often 
do  we  fee  infcriptions  in  thefe  forms  ? 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  MARGARET,   wife  of  TnoMis  London, 

who  died,  &c.  &c. 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  MARGARET  LONDON,  wife  of  Thomas 
London,  who  died,  &c. 

No  information  is  hereby  conveyed  as  to  the  wife's  family; 
and  the  repetition  of  the  Surname  is  idle,  if  her  maiden  name 
is  to  be  fiipprefl'ed  :  as  it  is  neceflary  to  afcertain  as  much  as 
poffible  what  family  is  connected,  for  inftance,  with  that  of 
Thomas  London,  that  may  be  done  with  no  more  expence 
and  trouble,  after  the  example  of  the  foreign  infcriptions,  or 
thofe  in  Scotland  : 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  MARGARET  HACKNEY,  wife  of  Thomas 
London,  who  died  lo  Aug.  1700, 

But  as  it  is  of  importance  to  be  more  particular,  I  would  re- 
commend the  methods  following : 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  MARGARET,  late  wife  of  Thomas  London 
of  this  paiith,  brewer,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Hackney  of  Yarmouth, 
,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  mafter  and  mariner.  She  died  10  Aug.  1700, 
aged  34  years,  and  left  ifTue  one  fon  Thomas,  and  one  daughter  Mar- 
garet. 

Here  lie  the  bodies  of  ROBERT  TRUMAN,  late  of  Guildford,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey,  Efq;  and  of  ANNE  his  wife,  only  daughter  and 
heir  of  William  Lovely  of  Strenfham,  in  the  county  of  Worcefler,  Efq; 

U  He 
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He  died  the  isth  day  of  Auguft  1705,  aged  45  years. 

She  died  the  20th  day  of  November  1706,   aged  50  years,    and  left  iffue 

three  fons  and  three  daughters ;  viz. 

Robert,  John,  William,  Sarah,  Anne,  and  Mary. 

One  thing  more  I  muft  mention  before  I  quit  this  fubjeft, 
and  that  is,  I  could  wifli  that  no  initial  letters  were  permitted 
on  grave-flones,  as  T.  L.  died  :  the  names  ought  to  be  at  full 
length,  as  Thomas  London,  Sec.  and  if  the  circumftances  of 
the  perfon  permit,  as  nearly  fimilar  to  the  entry  in  the  Regifter 
as  poffible. 

To  thefe  remarks  I  fl:iall  add,  as  tending  fo  much  to  the  pre- 
fent  difcourfe,  what  that  eminent  lawyer  Sir  Henry  Chauncy, 
Knt.  obferves  in  the  preface  to  his  Antiquities  of  Hertfordflaire, 
wherein,  fpeaking  of  his  family  pedigree  introduced  in  that 
work,  and  that  he  could  not  obtain  fuch  helps  as  he  could 
have  wiflied,  to  fet  forth  the  genealogies  of  other  gentlemen  in 
like  manner  as  his  own,  "  I  would  (fays  he)  have  given  fuller 
•'  accounts  of  them,  there  being  now  greater  ufe  of  thefe  than 
*'  formerly,  to  make  out  claims  by  defcent  upon  expiration 
"  of  any  long  terms  or  eflates,  fuch  cafes  often  happening, 
"  which  are  difficult  to  be  proved,  when  Inquifitions  poet 
"  MORTEM  are  determined  by  adl  of  parliament,  the  brafs 
"  plates  taken  away  from  grave-ftones,  and  regifters  of  chrift- 
"  nings,  marriages,  and  burials  are  loft,  or  rendered  fo  im- 
"  perfect,  that  many  times  the  names  and  furnames  of  chil- 

"  drcn 
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"  dren  baptized,  or  the  perfons  married  or  buried,  with  the 
"  places  of  their  refidence,  their  titles  or  additions,  cannot  be 
"  difcovered ;  and  there  are  no  other  evidences  but  deeds,  that 
"  fometimes  mention  not  two  generations,  feldom  more,  which 
"  may  occafion  great  inconveniences  hereafter,  except  forae 
"  prudent  methods  are  taken  to  prevent  them,  by  conftant 
"  regular  entries  of  defcents  in  the  College  of  Arms,  their 
"  proper  Repository." 

To  defcant  on  the  vaft  importance  of  thefe  meafures  would 
feem  needlefs,  as  there  are  fo  many  confiderable  eftates  in  tiie 
kingdom  at  this  time  wanting  heirs,  from  a  negleft  of  arms 
and  pedigrees  being  duly  regulated,  and  entered  in  the  He- 
ralds Office  ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  frequent  proofs  of  af- 
finity and  confanguinity  obtained  from  the  faid.  Office,  fucli 
inftances  would  be  very  numerous. 

The  laft  villtations  for  the  fcveral  counties  of  England  were 
made  between  the  years  1660  and  i588  ;  fuch  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  as  have  not  brought  down  the  continuations  of 
their  pedigrees,  by  having  recourfe  to  deeds,  marriage  fettle- 
ments,  wills,  parifli  regifters,  fepulchral  infcriptions,  6cc.  may 
eafily  join  themfelves  to  their  old  family  ftock ;  but  if  not  done 
in  this  generation,  the  next  may  be  too  late,  and  the  memory 
of  families  and  their  connexions  by  negled  may  become  irre- 
coverably loft. 

The 
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The  fubftance  and  intent  of  what  hatli  been  hitherto  ob- 
ferved  may  be  reduced  to  the  following  particulars :  it  is  of 
importance  to  every  family,  not  excepting  the  meaneft,  to  pay 
fome  regard  to  their  pedigrees,  and  confequently  every  circum- 
ftance,  whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  which  tends  to 
preferve  or  elucidate  Genealogical  Hiftory,  Ihould  be  attended 
to  with  the  moft  religious  care. 

I.     PAROCHIAL    REGISTERS. 

Concerning  which,  but  with  great  fubmifllon  to  fuperior 
judges,  I  would  propofe,  that  all  old  Regifters  that  require  it 
be  repaired,  and  that  for  every  regifter  large  wide  folio  books 
well  bound  be  provided  with  good  vellum  leaves  (parchment 
is  improper;  unlefs  pounced  as  cuftomary  it  will  fcarce  admit 
the  ink,  and  if  pounced,  it  will  fubjed:  the  parchment  and 
writing  to  decay) ;  that  the  leaves  be  numbered,  and  an  inch 
margin  be  left  at  the  top,  bottom,  and  on  each  fide  of  every 
folio  or  page  ;  that  all  entries  be  within  the  margin  to  prevent 
the  writing  being  defaced  by  turning  over  the  book  with  a  wet 
finger  or  thumb ;  and  for  difpatch  and  the  conveniency  of  the 
minifler,  as  well  as  thofe  who  fhall  have  occafion  to  confult 
the  regifter,  there  be  a  general  index  at  the  end  of  each  book 
with  references  to  the  names  in  the  feveral  pages,  which  will 
be  very  ufeful  and  fave  much  trouble  in  fearching,  efpecially 
in  large  pariflies :  that  regifters  fhould  not  always  be  kept  in 
c  the 
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the  veflry  (or  chefl:  in  the  pariili  church)  iinlefs  very  dry,  or  a 
fire  be  now-and-thcn  made,  but  radier  that  they  be  kept  in . 
fome  fecure,  dry  place  in  the  parfonage-houfc,  guarded  how* 
ever  from  fire  or  other  accidents.  The  miniftcr  muft  on  all 
accounts  have  a  I<cy  occafionally  to  confult  them.  The  entries 
of  marriages,  baptifms,  and  burials  fliould  be  always  made  by 
the  gentleman  officiating  himfelf  j  but  in  cafe  he  fliould  be- 
come incapable  by  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  or  otherwife, 
and  cannot  write  a  fair  hand  himfelf,  a  proper  perfon  (hould  be 
engaged  to  make  the  entries  in  a  ftrong  legible  hand,  under 
the  infpcdion  of  the  faid  minifter  or  churchwardens :  the  mi- 
niftcr  fliould  alfo  be  under  obligation  never  to  permit  the  pa- 
rifli  regifter  to  be  lent  to  any  one  whomfoever,  unlefs  required 
by  a  public  court  of  jufticc ;  nor  fuffer  any  erafures  or  altera- 
tions whatever.  If  through  inadvertency  the  entry  of  a  bap- 
tifm  fhould  be  made  among  the  burials,  or  vice  verfa,  that  it 
be  not  erafed  with  a  knife,  but  that  a  line  be  drawn  through 
(he  entry  with  black  ink,  and  a  note  made  in  the  margin  of 
the  miftake,  and  reference  to  the  folio  where  the  entry  is  or 
fliould  have  been  made. — Many  of  thefe  remarks  will,  I  pre- 
funie,  appear  reafonable  at  firrt:  view;  and  the  avoiding  Ra- 
fures  in  regifters  would  very  often  prevent  frauds,  and  even 
the  fufpicion  of  fraud,  when  occafionally  laid  before  courts 
of  juHice,  and  make  it  hereafter  abundantly  eafier  to  prove  a 
pedigree  from  pariHi  regifters,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  a  judge  or 
jury,  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

X  II. 


[     78     ] 

K.     INSCRIPTION  S, 

Either  on  Erect  Monuments,  or  Tomb-stones, 
in  Churches  or  Church-yards. 

Concerning  Funeral  Honours;  "  Epitaphs  (fays  Camden) 
have  been  always  moil:  refpeftive,  for  in  them  love  was  fhewn 
to  tlie  deceafed,  and  their  memory  was  continued  to  pofterity ; 
friends  were  comforted,  and  the  reader  put  in  mind  of  hu- 
man frailty."  And  Sir  Henry  Chauncy,  fpeaking  of  preferv- 
ing  the  infcriptions  on  monuments  and  grave-ftones,  fays, 
''  Thefe  being  memorials  of  our  once-flourilliing  anceflors, 
defigned  to  perpetuate  their  remembrance  to  future  ages,  are 
of  no  defpicable  ufe  to  Heralds  in  tracing  pedigrees,  or  Law- 
yers in  making  out  titles  to  eftates." 

If  a  church  is  to  be  repaired  or  rebuilt,  great  care  fliould 
be  obferved  to  take  copies  of  every  monumental  infcription  or 
coat  of  arms ;  the  fame  care  fliould  alfo  extend  to  church  win- 
dows, which  often  contain  painted  arms,  written  labels,  &c. 
Mr.  Weever,  in  his  preface  concel-ning  Funeral  Monuments, 
obferves  that  in  other  kingdoms  the  monuments  of  the  dead 
are  preferved,  and  their  infcriptions  or  epitaphs  are  regiftered 
in  the  church  books  :  he  juflly  laments  the  barbarous  and  in- 
human practice  (to  the  fliame  of  his  time)  of  monuments 
"  broken  down  and  almoll  ruinated,  their  brazen  infcriptions 
crafcd,  torne  away,  and  pilfered  ;  by  which  deformidable  adl 

the 
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the  honourable  memory  of  many  vertuous  and  noble  perfons 
deccafed  is  extinguiflied,  and  the  true  underftanding  of  divers 
families  in  thefe  realmes  (who  have  dcfcended  of  thofe  worthy 
perfons  aforefaid)  is  fo  darkened,  as  the  true  courfe  of  their 
inheritance  is  thereby  partly  interrupted."  Grieving  (as  he  ob- 
ferves)  at  this  infufferable  injury,  offered  as  well  to  the  living 
as  the  dead,  out  of  refped  he  bore  to  venerable  antiquity,  and 
the  due  regard  to  continue  the  remembrance  of  the  deceafed 
to  future  ages,  it  was  that  he  coUeded  fuch  memorials  of  the 
deceafed  as  were  then  remaining  undefaced. 

To  thefe  obfervations,  which  I  thought  proper  to  premife, 
I  fliall  now  refume  my  own  :  Many  grave-flones  are  often 
half,  and  others  wholly  covered  with  pews,  &c.  many  alfo  are 
broken,  and  by  the  finking  of  graves  not  only  infcriptions  arc 
loft,  but  the  beauty  of  the  church  defaced ;  all  thefe  and 
many  other  evils  might  be  remedied,  in  cafe  every  parifli  was 
obliged  to  have,  in  like  manner  as  abroad,  a  monumental 
book,  to  be  kept  with  the  regifter,  wherein  every  infcription 
fliould  be  fairly  written,  under  the  infpedion  of  the  minifter 
officiating ;  for  which  purpofe  a  fee  fliould  be  paid  :  nor  would 
it  be  amifs,  if  every  parifli  had  the  ichnography  of  the  church 
on  a  large  fcale,  with  proper  references  to  each  perfon's  grave 
or  family  vault.  This  ought  cfpeciaily  to  be  done  when  any 
old  church  is  repaired,  or  pulled  down  in  order  to  be  re- 
built. 

The 
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The  late  Earl  of  Westmorland,  when  he  rebuilt  his 
church  at  Meervvorth  in  Kent,  from  the  veneration  he  had  to 
antiquity  and  the  memory  of  his  noble  anceftors,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  parifhioners  in  general,  took  all  the  care  imagi- 
nable to  reinftate  the  feveral  monuments  and  grave-ftones, 
with  their  infcriptions ;  even  the  very  meaneft  head-ftonc  in  the 
church-yard  was  replaced  in  due  form.  The  curious  painted 
glafs  of  the  old  church  windows  (which  reprefented  the  arms, 
quarterings,  and  fupporters  of  his  lordihip's  family,  as  well  as 
many  others  of  the  nobility)  was  carefully  taken  down  and 
preferved,  and  afterwards  with  the  greateft  exacflnefs  put  up  in 
the  new  church,  which  is  not  only  very  ornamental,  but  may 
hereafter  be  ufeful  to  pofterlty. 

In  like  manner  James  Clitheroe  of  Bofton  Houfe,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  Efq;  before  the  old  church  of  Brentford 
was  pulled  down,  to  preferve  as  much  as  poflible  every  me- 
morial of  antiquity  that  remained  undefaced  in  that  church, 
has  had  the  ichnography  thereof  very  curioufly  taken,  with 
references  to  every  grave  and  monument,  and  exa(fl  copies  of 
tlie  infcriptions,  that  thereby  the  fame  fhall  be  duly  replaced 
when  the  church  is  rebuilt. 

By  thefe  notable  inftances  of  public  fpirit  to  preferve  the  mo- 
numents of  the  dead,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  living,  by 
their  good  example,  will  (when  occafion  fhall  require)  take 

the  fame  care  as  to  every  other  church  of  the  kingdom. 

III. 
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III.     Impressions    of   SEALS    to   Deeds, 

Wills,  &c. 

Have  been  found  in  genealogical  matters  to  be  of  fignal  fer- 
vice.  Our  books  have  carefully  preferved  fuch  wherever  they 
could  be  procured.  Deeds  began  to  be  dated  in  the  reign  of 
King  Edward  I.  though  not  conftantly  fo,  fays  Lord  Coke  in 
his  Inflitutes,  before  the  reign  of  King  Edward  II. 

The  ufe  of  Seals  is  very  ancient:  Sir  William  Dugdale, 
in  his  Antiquities  of  Warwickfhire,  obferves  that  King  Ed- 
ward the  Confeflbr,  upon  his  foundation  of  Weftminfter  Ab- 
bey, was  the  firft  in  England  who  put  his  feal  to  his  charter, 
according  to  tlie  cuftom  of  the  Normans,  with  whom  he  had 
been  educated.     The  king  only,  and  fome  of  the  nobility,  at 
firft  ufed  feals,  chiefly  with  their  images  on  horfeback  thereon, 
afterwards,  as  arms  became  fettled  and  hereditary,    the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  better  fort  ufed  them  on  their  feals ;  and  about 
King  Edward  Illd's  time  feals  became  common.     Before  the 
fubfcribing  names  to  ancient  charters  and  evidences  they  were 
only  figned  with  feals,  probably  becaufe  in  thofe  early  days 
very  few  people  could  write,  and  which,  as  Nisbet  obferves, 
contributed  greatly  to  the  regularity  of  arms :   he  tells  us  it 
was  enaded  by  feveral  ftatutes,  that  every  freeholder  fliould 
have  his  proper  feal  of  arms,  and  fliould  cither  compeer  him- 

Y  felf 
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felf  at  the  head  court  of  the  fl^re,  or  fend  his  attorney  with 
the  faid  feal ;  and  thofe  who  wanted  fuch  feals  were  to  Be 
amerciat  or  fined.  Every  gentleman  ufed  then  to  fend  his  feal 
to  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  lead,  in  order  to  compare  with 
other  fealings,  for  fear  of  counterfeits  ;  for  it  was  reckoned, 
fays  NiSBET,  no  lefs  crime  than  forgery  to  counterfeit  another 
man's  feal,  for  which  fevere  punifliments  were  inflidled  ;  and 
fo  particularly  careful  were  people  of  their  feals  in  thofe  days, 
that  in  cafe  one  was  lofl,  no  means  were  wanting  by  public 
proclamation  to  have  it  reftored,  left  any  one  might  ufe  it  to 
the  prejudice  of  another.  Mackenzie  obferves,  that  of  old 
the  appending  of  a  feal  was  fufficient  in  charters  without  the 
fubfcription  of  the  party,  and  that  tlie  cuftom  of  fealing  with- 
out fubfcription  continued  in  Scotland  till  the  year  1540,  when- 
King  James  V.  by  an  ad;  did  ordain  that  all  evidences  fliould 
be  fubfcribed  as  well  as  fealed,  &c. 

As  impreffions  of  feals  have  been  found  in  genealogical 
•matters  to  be  very  ufeful,  as  I  obferved  before,  I  cannot  there- 
fore help  lamenting  the  prefent  prevailing  cuftom,  I  mean  the 
fealing  a  will,  &c.  not  with  the  feal  of  the  teftator,  but  of 
the  perfon  who  drew  it  up ;  and  alfo  of  affixing  the  fame  feal 
three  or  four  times  to  a  deed,  when  feveral  parties  are  con- 
cerned :  furely  the  moft  rational  way  feems  to  be,  that  each 
perfon  who  figns  his  own  name,  fliould  alfo  affix  his  owa 
feal. 

IV. 
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IV.     WILLS   and  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

That  Wills  in  general  (the  folemn  inflrumcnts  whereby 
people  manifefl  their  minds  as  to  the  difpofal  of  their  eftatcs, 
goods,  &c.)  are  fome  of  the  beft  proofs  of  conkinguinity,  will,. 
I  apprehend,  be  readily  acknowledged  ;  but  thefe,  for  want  of 
fome  particulars,  fuch  as  the  furname  of  the  wife,  her  father 
and  mother's  refidence,  &c.  are  not  fo  ufeful  as  they  might 
be  ;  I  would  therefore,  that  the  maternal  anceftors  of  families 
may  hereafter  be  better  known,  recommend  to  every  perfoa 
who  makes  a  will  to  exprefs  himfelf  in  the  following  form : 

I  WILLIAM  SMITH  of  Honiton,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  clothier, 
third  fon  of  Timothy  Smith,  late  of  the  parilh  of  St.  Dunflan  in  the 
Well,  London,  woollen-draper,  deceafed,  by  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of 
John  Browne  of  Cramlington  in  Northumberland,  do  make.  Sec.  I  leave  to 
ANNE  my  now  wife,  daughter  of  John  Saunders  of  Honiton  aforefaid : 
Item,  to  my  eldcft  fon  WILLIAM  (by  my  firft  wife  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Sampson  Greenland  of  Ottery  St.  Mary,  in  the  faid  county  of  Devon) : 
Item,  to  SARAH  my  only  daughter  (by  my  prefent  wife)  wife  of  Samuel 
Hayman  of  Sidbury,  in  the  faid  county  of  Devon,  Gent.  Item,  to  my  daugh- 
ter-in-law MARTHA,  only  daughter  of  Benjamin  Heard  of  Sidmouth,. 
Cent,  and  wife  to  my  faid  fon  William,  &c. 

As  Wills  are    admitted  as  evidence  in  the  courts  of  law,. 

every  thing  which  tends  to  make  them  more  ufeful,  or  to 

preferve  them  and  procure  ready  accefs  to  them,  is  of  confe- 

qucnce.     How  many  obfcure  courts  are  there  at  prefent,  in 

f  which. 
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which  wills  are  depofited,  which  are  probably  unknown  even 
to  perfons  moft  concerned  in  them  !  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be 
thought  too  prefuming,  if  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  a  fcheme 
which  may  remedy  this  evil :  The  original  wills  might  be 
preferved  in  the  manner  they  now  are ;  but  I  would  pro- 
pofe  a  General  Office  in  London,  in  which  fliould  be  de- 
pofited attefled  copies  of  every  will  and  adminiflration  through- 
out the  kingdom  -,  what  are  now  difperfed  both  in  the  greater 
and  lefTer  courts,  would  thereby  be  collefted  in  one  place, 
and  accefs  to  confult  any  particular  will  would  be  rendered 
much  eafier ;  at  prefent,  indeed,  every  will  depofited  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  is  fairly  copied  in  books  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  I  apprehend  this  is  not  done  in  the  provincial  courts, 
and  confequently  a  will  deflroyed  by  time,  duft,  vermin,  or 
other  accidents,  becomes  an  irreparable  lofs. 

For  a  long  while  the  wills,  &c.  in  St.  Paul's  church  lay  un- 
digefted  and  negled:ed ;  the  excellent  order  to  which  they  will 
foon  be  reduced,  is  owing  to  the  diredlion  of  that  public- 
fpirited  prelate  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Osbaldeston, 
the  prefent  Lord  Bifliop  of  London. 

There  is  another  article  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  every 
civil  community,  and  to  this  kingdom  in  particular ;  I  mean, 
to  eflablifh  in  London, 


V. 
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V.     A  General  Register  of  MARRIAGES 

throughout  the  Kingdom,  with  Indexes, 
Containing  the  Surnames  of  both  Man  and  Woman. 

Such  a  regifter  might  eafily  be  compiled,  if  every  officiating 
minifter  was  directed  to  tranfmit  to  this  Office,  twice  at  leafl 
every  year,  a  lift  of  the  marriages  in  his  refpedive  parifli, 
written,  it  were  to  be  wiffied,  with  his  own  hand,  and  figned 
by  him ;  if  not,  at  leaft  to  be  certified  by  him,  and  witnefTed 
by  the  churchwardens.  The  clergy,  to  whom  undoubtedly  a 
proper  fee  is  due  for  confulting  the  regifter  of  their  refpedlivc 
parifties,  may  be  indemnified  by  adding  fomething  to  the  pre- 
fcnt  fee  for  regiftering  the  marriage,  referving  ftill  a  right  to 
their  fee  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  found  advifeable  to  confult  the 
original  regifter.     And  here 

I  cannot  omit  declaring  how  fenfible  I  am  of  the  obliging 
regard  which  the  clergy  in  general  have  always  paid  to  any 
application  I,  or  any  of  my  brethren,  have  been  obliged  to  make 
to  them  in  the  courfe  ot  our  office  >  ever  ready  to  conlulc 
their  regifters,  and  Ipeedy  and  exact  in  their  extradls  :  and  left 
any  one  fliould  think  himlelf  injured  by  any  thing  which  has 
been  laid  in  this  pamphlet,  I  hope  it  will  be  confidered  as  faid 
from  no  kind  of  diliefpedl,  but  from  a  zeal  to  the  public 
fervice,  and  by  way  of  caution  for  the  future. 

Z  As 
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As  a  general  tranquillity  is  now  happily  re-eftablifhed,  it, is 
to  be  wiflied  that  all  perfons  intrufted  with  the  chief  manage- 
ment of  public  offices  would  take  under  their  confideration  the 
prefent  ftate  of  them  ;  and  that  all  manufcripts  which  in  any- 
wife  relate  or  pertain  to  particular  offices  ffiould  be  given  or 
reflored  to  their  proper  Repofitories. 

The  ufes  and  advantages  of  general  offices  in  the  Metropolis 
for  colleding  into  one  body  (properly  digefted  and  indexed) 
papers,  &c.  which  now  lie  unknown  and  fcattered  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  are  too  obvious  to  be  further  infifted 
upon:  the  nation  will,  I  hope,  foon  be  fenfible  of  this  fa£t, 
when  the  Augmentation  Office  is  completed ;  a  work  of 
the  highefl  confequence  and  utility,  in  which  Gentlemen  of 
the  moft  diftinguiflied  abilities  are  now  conftantly  employed. 

The  Records  alfo  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  and  the  Tower  are 
now,  through  the  indefatigable  care  of  the  ingenious  Mr. 
RooKE,  digefted  in  the  moft  methodical  manner,  and  thereby 
rendered  more  than  ever  of  public  utility. 

VI.     Castles,  Palaces,  Private  Houses,  &c. 

Often  contain  on  the  walls  or  windows  the  moft  ancient 
marks  of  family  honours,    fuch  as  arms,    crefts,   fupporters, 
mottos,  badges,  &c.     As  thefe  are  more  immediately  the  con- 
cern 
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ccrn  of  each  family,  I  can  only  take  the  liberty  to  propofe 
the  following  method  to  guard  againlT:  the  injuries  of  time  be- 
fore it  be  too  late,  to  have  attefted  copies  or  draughts  made 
of  them,  which  might  be  preferved  in  the  family,  or  depo- 
sited in  the  Heralds  Office. 

That  eminent  lawyer  William  Burton,  Efq;  in  the  pre- 
face to  his  Defcription  of  Leicefterfliire,  fpeaking  of  arms,  &c. 
affirms,  "  That  the  antiquity  of  a  church  window,  for  the 
**  proof  of  a  match  and  ifTue,  hath  been  delivered  in  evi- 
"  dence  to  a  jury  at  an  affize,  and  been  accepted ;"  and  fo 
fenlible  was  he  that  thcfe  ancient  memorials  mi?ht  be  ftill 
more  ufeful  to  pofterity,  he  coUefted  them  and  the  infcriptions 
of  the  tombs ;  becaufe,  as  he  obferves,  "  they  may  redify  ar- 
mories and  genealogies,  and  give  fuch  teftimony  and  proof  as. 
may  put  an  end  to  many  differences." 

In  confirmation  of  events  fimilar  to  the  above,  I  know  three 
families  who  have  acquired  eftates  by  virtue  of  preferving  the 
arms  and  efcutcheons  of  their  anceftors ;  and  of  damages  lately 
recovered  by  a  certain  parifh  againft  a  perfon  for  the  removal 
of  a  wall  of  three  hundred  years  (landing,  owing  to  a  coat 
of  arms  being  carved  upon  one  of  the  ftones  faved  from  the 
ruins,  and  brought  to  me  to  examine;  which  arms,  though 
much  defaced  by  time,  I  foon  difcovered  to  pertain  to  a  cer- 
tain alderman  of  London ;  in  confequencc  of  which  his  will 

was 
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was  found,  and  tlic  matter  therein  fully  explained.  Other  in- 
ftances  I  could  give,  but  thefe  I  think  will  be  fufikient  to  (liew, 
that  however  the  ignorant  or  inconfiderate  clafs  of  the  people 
may  contemn  or  defpife  a  coat  of  arms,  yet  it  ferves  many 
important  purpofes,  and  never  can  lofe  that  veneration  which 
is  inviolably  due  to  it  from  the  noble  and  illuftrious. 

To  fee  arms  or  enfigns  of  honour  on  feals,  plate,  coaches, 
or  fet  forth  in  churches,  public  halls,  maps,  dedications  to 
books,  &c.  which  are  univerfally  known  to  be  the  right  of  par- 
ticular families,  ufurped,  or  licentioufly  taken  by  perfons  who 
never  were  legally  invefted  with  fuch  enfigns,  feems  repugnant 
to  reafon  as  well  as  the  ancient  and  prefent  laws  of  arms,  and 
indeed  to  the  fenfe  of  the  wifefl:  nations ;  and  if  fome  care  is 
not  taken  to  check  thefc  abufes,  great  inconveniences  mufl  here- 
after enfue  to  poflerity.  And  here  I  cannot  help  taking  notice 
of  people  who  now  bear  arms  to  which  they  have  no  manner 
of  right,  and  which  are  no  where  to  be  found  in  the  Heralds 
Office.  The  ufual  plea  is,  that  their  grants,  &;c.  were  de- 
flroyed,  with  other  books  and  papers  in  the  Heralds  Office,  by 
the  great  fire  of  London  anno  i66<5}  I  therefore  think  it  pro- 
per to  acquaint  the  Public  that  no  one  book  or  paper  was  lofl 
in  the  great  fire ;  every  record  was  removed  to  a  room  in  the 
palace  of  Whitehall,  afterwards  to  another  room  in  the 
palace  of  Westminster,  formerly  called  the  Queen's  Court, 
and  public  notice  was  given  that  the  Heralds  Office  was 
i  kept 
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kept  there  :  only  one  book  was  loft  in  the  removal,  a  vlfitation 
of  Kent }  but  this  lofs  is  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied  by  other 
vifitations  of  Kent  ftill  prefervcd  ;  one  of  which  was  taken  but 
two  years  before  j  and  alfo  by  feveral  copies  of  vifitations  of 
Kent  colle<5led  by  the  ingenious  John  Philipot,  Efq;  Somer- 
fet  Herald,  original  compiler  of  the  Antiquities  of  Kent. 

Almoft  all  nations  have  maintained  that  no  perfon  can  af- 
fume  arms  without  lawful  authority;  and  whoever  prefumes 
to  bear  them  without  the  king's  licence,  or  having  firft  ob- 
tained the  Earl  Marflial's  warrant  to  the  proper  officers  eftab- 
liflied  by  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain  to  grant 
the  fame,  infringes  upon  the  fovereign,  the  fountain  from 
whom  all  honours  fliould  fpring.  The  king's  children  do  not 
bear  arms  without  a  licence  from  the  fovereign  their  royal  fa- 
ther diredcd  to  the  Earl  Marflial,  &c.  neither  can  a  perfon, 
though  dignified  with  the  title  of  Baronet,  Knight,  or  Efquire, 
when  created  by  the  royal  favour  a  peer  of  this  realm,  or  no- 
minated to  be  a  knight  companion  of  either  of  the  honourable 
orders,  have  fupporters  to  the  arms  he  has  ufed,  unlefs  he  can 
prove  a  lawful  right  to  them  ;  and  the  fame  with  regard  to 
Efquires,  to  Knights  of  the  Bath,  .Sec.  I  mention  this  to  fliew, 
that  however  fome  from  an  ill-judged  opinion  may  contemn, 
or  endeavour  to  difcountenance  all  things  of  this  kind,  there 
js  a  time  when  fuch  diftindlions  muft  be  lawfully  fettled  ;  and 
as  nothing  can  excufe  a  negligence  of  this  fort,  every  perfon 

A  a  Ihould 
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/liould  be  cautious  of  bearing  falfearms;  he  fliould  confidcr 
thefe  things  in  due  time,  that  his  children  may  not  hereafter 
be  under  the  neceffity  of  fettling  what  their  father  might  or 
fliould  have  done  before.  One  would  think  it  natural  for  every 
one  who  had  creditably  advanced  himfelfin  fortune  to  covet  fome- 
thing  adequate  in  honour  J  and  it  is  certain,  that  he  who  by 
his  induftiy,  his  more  extenlive  and  profperous  dealings,  or  by 
any  other  honourable  methods,  is  enabled  to  be  a  founder  or 
reftorer  of  gentility,  and  fliall  entail  a  coat  of  arms  upon  his 
family,  has  a  real  claim  to  honour,  and  ftimulates  his  offspring 
to  exert  thofe  laudable  principles  which  have  deferved  fuch  dil- 
tindion. 

Sundry  flatutes  and  ordinances  have  been  made  by  the  com- 
mands of  former  kings  of  this  realm  concerning  arms,  parti- 
cularly King  Henry  V.  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  on  his 
expedition  into  France,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  thefe  diftinc- 
tions,  by  fpecial  prohibition  forbid  by  public  proclamation  the 
ufurping  of  arms ;  that  no  peribn  in  that  expedition  fliould 
prefume  to  wear  any  coat- armour  to  which  he  had  not  a  right 
from  his  anceftors,  or  from  fufficient  deputy  impowered  to 
grant  the  fame,  under  fevere  penalties,  except  thofe  who  bore 
artES  with  him  at  the  battle  of  Agencourt ;  thereby  rewarding 
his  veteran  foldiers  v/ith  a  mark  of  honour,  as  Francis  Sand- 
ford,  Efq;  Lancafter  Herald,  obferves  in  his  Genealogical  Hif- 
tory,  p.  282,  where  the  words  of  the  record   may  be  feen^ 

The 
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The  king  alio  fent  his  orders  to  the  flieriffs  of  the  feveral  coun- 
ties not  to  permit  any  to  bear  arms  without  licence  from  him, 
or  proper  officers  deputed  to  grant  the  fame.     In  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's jeign  one  Daukhis,  for  taking  upon  him  the  office  of  a 
king  of  arms,  was  whipped,  pilloried,   and  had  his  ears  cut 
off.     In   the   2  0th  of  King  Charles  II.  one  Ramlal  Holmes,  a 
painter,  was  profecuted  by  Norroy  king  of  arms  at  Stafford  ai- 
iizes  for  marfhalling  the  funeral,  6cc.  of  Sir  Ralph  Ashtom, 
and  obtained  a  verdidT:,  with  cofts  and  20 1.  damages.     Queen 
Anne,  to  revive  and  preferve  the  ancient  honour  and  eftecm 
due  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  kingdom  from  people 
of  the  lower  clafs  intruding  into  their  families  and  ufurping 
tlieir  arms,    did,    for  prevention  of  the  fame,    iffue  out  her 
command  to  Henry  Earl  of  Bindon,  then  deputy  earl  marflial 
of  England,  to  put  in  execution  the  ftatutes  and  ordinances 
relating  thereto.     "  In  the  13th  of  King  George  I.  one  Roiert 
HarmaUy  for  affuming  the  title  and  office  of  Herald,  was  pro- 
fecuted by  the  College  of  Heralds  at  the  quarter- feffions  held 
at  Beccles  in  Suffolk,  and  ordered  to  (land  in  the  pillory  in 
three  feveral  towns  on  public  market-days,  and  afterwards  to 
be  imprifoned  and  fined ;  which  order  was  accordingly  exe- 
cuted."    In  Scotland,  according  to  an  ad  12  parliament  King 
Jac.  VI.  "  the  moveables  and  furniture  whereon  falfe  arms  are 
painted  or  engraven  fhall  be  confifcated,  befides  the  offender 
to  pay  lool.  damages ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure  to  be  incarcerate." 
It  is  not  long  fincc  the  French  publifhed  an  order  inhlbldng  the 

affumption 
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afllimptlon  of  arms  not  warranted  by  the  laws  of  that  country. 
Among  other  refolutions  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in 
Ireland  (Die  Lunas,  6°  die  Februarii  I7j8)  it  was  refolved  in 
parliament,  that  all  perfons  afluming  to  themfelves  titles  of 
honour,  or  bearing  enfigns  of  honour  not  warranted  by  law, 
nor  allowed  by  the  known  courtefy  of  that  land,  upon  their 
carriages,  plate,  or  furniture,  were  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  that  houfe,  and  that  it  would  proceed  without 
delay  to  punifli  all  fuch  perfons  who  fliould  offend  in  any  of 
the  faid  premifes.  It  was  ordered  alfo,  that  the  king  of  arms 
do  from  time  to  time  make  inquiry  after  all  perfons  who  rtiould 
afterwards  offend  in  any  of  the  faid  points,  and  to  make  regu- 
lar returns  of  the  names  of  all  fuch  delinquents  to  the  clerk 
of  the  parliament.  It  was  alfo  ordered  by  the  faid  lords  fpi- 
ritual and  temporal  then  in  parliament  affembled,  that  the 
King  of  Arms,  attended  by  his  proper  officers,  do  proceed  to 
blot  out  and  deface  all  enfigns  of  honour  borne  by  fuch  per- 
fons upon  their  carriages,  plate,  furniture,  6cc.  According  to 
the  Public  Ledger  (7th  Jan.  1763)  "  the  king  of  Sweden  if- 
fued  an  order  forbidding  all  fuch  as  are  neither  Counts,  Ba- 
rons, nor  Nobles,  to  bear  the  arms  of  nobility,  or  open  hel- 
mets upon  their  feals,  on  paying  five  hundred  crowns." 

I  fliall  conclude  thefe  obfervations  with  the  following  quo- 
tation from  Maitland's  Hiftory  of  London  (lafl  edit.  vol.  ii. 
p.  862,  863);  "  The  Office  of  Jrms  has  fubfifted   in  this 
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"  kingdom  five  hundred  years  with  reputation :  thefe  officers 
'«  had  anciently  the  character  of  furpaffing  foreign  heralds  in 
"  knowledge  and  pradice.  HeSior  Boetius  owns  that  this  fu- 
"  periority  was  univerfally  given  them  j  zv\6. Men/trier,  aFrench- 
"  man,  acknowledges,  that  after  the  French,  the  Englifi  are 
"  the  moft  knowing;  both  writers  that  cannot  be  fufpeded 
"  of  partiality.  Nor  would  it  be  difficult  to  enumerate  officers 
"  of  arms,  of  every  degree  in  the  College,  who  have  ex- 
"  celled  and  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  the  refpeiftive  offices. 
«'  There  is  not  an  office  of  arms  in  'Europe  where  the  public 
"  ceremonial,  the  arms  and  pedigrees  of  families,  and  all 
"  other  matters  relating  to  the  fcience  of  Heraldry,  are  fb 
"  regularly  difpofed  and  fo  well  prefcrved  j  and  if  the  defcents 
"  have  not  been  continued  fo  well  fince  the  Revolution  as  be- 
"  fore,  by  reafon  of  the  difcontinuance  of  vifitations  and  fu- 
"  neral  certificates,  it  is  not  the  Heralds  fault ;  gentlemen 
"  may  fupply  that  defeat  themfelves  if  they  pleafe,  the  public 
*'  office  is  always  open  for  that  purpofe. 

"  The  continuing  of  defcents  in  the  office  of  arms  is  not 
"  only  for  the  honour  of  families,  but  of  great  ufe  and  benc- 
"  fit  with  regard  to  their  inheritances.  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Coke 
"  obferves,  that  the  dealings  of  the  Kings  of  Arms  in  defcents 
«'  and  pedigrees  may  be  a  means  to  quiet  many  controverfies 
«<  about  titles  of  honour,  dignities,  and  inheritances,  and  tliis 
**  is  confirmed  by  experience.     The  Heralds  books  have  al- 
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««  ways  been  allowed  as  evidence  at  the  common  law,  in  the 
"  houfs  of  lords,  and  in  proceedings  according  to  the  eccle- 
«'  fiaflical  law ;  and  with  regard  to  precedency,  public  cere- 
"  monials,  and  arms,  their  books  are  conclufive. 

"  As  to  arms,  no  perfon  who  hath  the  leaft  knowledge  in 
*'  our  hiftory  or  laws  can  be  ignorant  of  the  value  put  upon 
"  them  by  our  anceftors,  as  being  the  hereditary  marks  of 
''  their  noblefle :  they  are  the  moft  permanent  and  lafting  ho- 
"  nours,  whereby  the  memory  of  families  is  preferred ;  many 
''  of  which,  but  for  them,  would  be  buried  in  oblivion.  Lord 
"  Chief  Juftice  Coke  fpeaking  of  arms  afferts,  that  every  gen- 
"  tleman  muft  be  arma  gerens  -,  and  that  the  beft  trial  of  a 
"  gentleman  in  blood  is  by  bearing  arms ;  that  they  are  the 
"  mofl  certain  proofs  and  evidences  of  nobility  and  gentry. 
"  And  again,  Nobilesfutit,  qui  arma  gentilitia  antece[}'orum  pro- 
'■'■  ferre  pojjunt.  Every  gentleman,  therefore,  muft  be  diftin- 
"  guiflied  by  his  proper  arms,  as  without  arms  he  cannot  be 
"  a  gentleman  j  neverthelefs  it  is  but  too  common  to  apocry- 
"  phate  gortlemeu  with  falfe  or  fidtitious  arms ;  which,  how- 
*'  ever,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  daily  obferve  our 
*'  beft  laws  evaded.  Every  perfon  who  thus  ufurps  arms  in- 
"  vades  the  prerogative,  and  very  frequently  the  property  of 
"  another  ;  it  is  not  only  dlflionourable,  but  diflioneft,  and 
*'  an  indelible  mark  of  a  bafe  mind  as  well  as  of  a  mean  ex- 
"  tradion  ;  at  the  fame  time,  by  this  inftance  of  low  pride, 
r  "  he 
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*«  he  publlflies  his  o\vn  difhonour  and  injures  his  pofterity, 
*'  making  them  thereby  at  leaft  one  ftep  lower  in  rank  as  gen- 
"  tlemen.  But  the  ufurpation  of  arms  is  ftill  worfe  by  perfons 
"  in  high  ftations :  to  fee  men  of  the  firft  rank  in  all  profef- 
**  fions  ufing  falfe  or  fiditious  arms ;  to  fee  even  thofe  who 
"  ought  to  enforce  the  laws  of  their  country  adling  contrary 
"  to  the  laws  of  arms  (which  are  the  laws  of  the  land  as 
"  much  as  the  common  law);  to  fee  churches,  colleges,  halls, 
"  the  court,  the  city,  and  the  camp,  difplaying  falfe  arms,  is 
"  an  offence  to  the  Public  and  a  diflionour  to  the  nation. 

"  There  is  nothing  more  univerfally  acknowledged  than 
*'  the  ufe  of  arms ;  they  are  the  property  of  gentlemen, 
«'  which  ought  to  be  preferved  to  them  inviolable:  even  thofe 
"  who  ufurp  thefe  enfigns  of  honour,  as  gentlemen  mufl 
*'  dcfire,  in  that  refpedl,  to  be  what  they  feem  ;  therefore  arms 
■"  being  duly  regulated,  and  with  the  pedigrees  and  defcents 
*'  of  tlie  bearers  recorded  in  the  Heralds  Office,  muft  be  de- 
"  fired  by  every  gentleman,  would  add  a  lullre  even  to  nobi- 
"  lity,  preferve  inheritances,  be  an  honour  to  the  kingdom, 
'•  and  a  lading  benefit  to  pofterity." 

I  could  here  enter  into  a  large  difcourfe  concerning  the  pub- 
lic utility  of  the  Heralds  Office  ;  and  could  eafily  flicw  how 
prejudicial  a  difregard  to  it  Tnay  prove ;  but  being  myfelf  an 
ilerald,  I  llaall  forbear  to  expatiate  on  tliele   topics,  which 

might 
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iTii<^ht  be  conftrued  as  arifing  more  from  a  view  to  private  In- 
tereft  than  zeal  for  the  public  fervice.  Of  what  ule  the  va- 
luable materials  there  preferved  are  and  may  be,  will  I  hope 
fully  appear  from  the  Genealogical  Tables  of  the  English 
Nobility  that  will  fliortly  be  publillied  in  Numbers. 

I  cannot  finifli  this  rude  Eflay  without  intreating  the  ia- 
dulgence  of  the  candid  reader;  I  am  confcious  of  its  many 
imperfections  3  but  the  conllant  attendance  on  the  duties  of 
my  office,  and  the  many  avocations  to  which  I  am  fub- 
jedl,  have  prevented  me  from  treating  the  matter  in  hand  with, 
that  precifion  and  regularity  I  could  have  wilhed.  The  fubjeft 
is  indeed  of  importance ;  and  I  fliall  be  extremely  happy,  if 
the  loofe  Hints  here  thrown  out  fliould  induce  fome  more  maf- 
terly  hand  to  give  them  that  force  and  order  which  tlie  nature 
of  them  undoubtedly  deferve. 
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Heralds  Office,  May  i,  1764.. 
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